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CHAP.-L 
Of the CHURCH, 


Aint PET E R, 1 Pet. 3,15. Bids us, to ſanfifie 
the Lord God in our hearts, and to be rearly always 
to give an anſwer to every one that asketh us a rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in us, wit'> meekneſs and 

Joe And therefore it can never be improper, 
or unſeaſonable for the moſt private Man to give an ac- 
count of Himſelf, of his Beliet, and Praftice, eſpecially 
in a time when Religion is ſo much conrroverted, thar 
he may be corrected by others, if he be in any miſtake, 

(which I call Gcd to witneſs, in my Caſe is nor wiltul) or 

if he be in the right, . thar he may ar leaſt by this Ex- 

ample, do fome good in the World, and provoke 0- 

thers ro an Imitation. 

_ I do therefore freely own, That I am not only a Chri- 

ſttan at large, who Believes Chriſt to be come, and the- 

Goſpel to be the Word of God, and Rule of Men, and 

content myſelt with afilent Belief of This ; but I look 

on myſelf as a Member of his Church, his Body, being 

Admitred into it by Baptiſm, and enjoying ſingular Pri- 

viledges and Advantages by it, as having a right to all 

the Benefits which he purchaſed ro his Church, and & 
ſhare in all the Prayers that are made for ir. 

This Church, or generality of Chriſtians, hath ſeveral 
Parrs, ſome of which are more pure, ſome more corrupt; 
yer all that hold the Eſſentials of Religion Ieſteem to be 
of it. And tho' it be ſpread over the whole World, 
yer I look on it bur as One, Chriſt himſelf ſpeaking of 

is Church bur as One, and accordingly I profeſs irin my 

Creed. And I think it ought to be but One ; forthe ſe- 

veral Parts of it ought not only to believe the ſame Ar- 

ricles of Faith, bur as far as is poſſible ro maintain the 

« ſame Government, and keep up the ſame outward __ 

A-4. | 


2 Of the Church. 
© .and Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs : That ſo whoſoever ſees 
zhem, may know. them to be the ſame Kind of Men, 
_ tho! ſcatter'd into ſeveral Countries. And they ought 
to keep up Unzon, not only with one another, but eſpe- 
cially with the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianicy. For 
the Uniry of the Church ſeems to require that we ſhould 
endeavour as much to keep up Uniry with the firſt Chri- 
ſtians, tho? we live ſo long alter chem in time, as if we 
had lived at the ſame time with them, bur far diſtane | 
from them as to place. And all the Members of the Ca- } 
tholick or Univerſal Church ought ro be more One, to 
Have a berter agreement among themſelves, a cloſer cor- 
reſpondence and connexion, and a greater concern one 
for another, than the Mahometans have one for another , 
who profels the ſame Religion ; or than the Philoſophers 
of the fame Set have, who hold the ſame Opiniens. 

And for my part I do what I can to keep up the —_ 
of ir, by pro 2 ring Chriſt openly with this Church, whic 
1s ſo pure a Partor Member of it. 

And indeed, next to the ſending of our Saviour into 
the World, 1 reckon myſelf bound for ever to thank 
God, that by his All-wiſe, and Over-ruling Previdence, 
He was pleaſed to order me to be Born in England, and 
ro be Baptized here, and Admitted inro that Part of | 
his Church which is here by Law Eſtabliſhed, and which 
Ido verily believe to be in all particulars, the Trueſt, and 
moſt Sincere Part of the Catholick Church on Earth. 

Now by the Church of England, I underſtand that Bo- 
dy of Men, who, as ro Church Afﬀairs, are United ro- * 
gether, under the ſame Principal Church-Officers, the 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; and Communicate with 
them, and with one another, in all Religious Offices, ac- 
cording to the Liturgy, and Orders of our Church, pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Faith according ro the Ancient Creeds, | 


and the Thirty nine Articles, and are governed according 
to the Canons and Laws of this Church. 

And this Church, thus Framed, and Governed, (3 
far as I cant judge) I find - ro be very conſonant co the 
Scriptures, and in all material Points to be exattly cor- 
reſpondent to the Primitive Church,. in its 7 aa 'Pu- 
rity, viz. under and preſently after the Apoſtles. : 

or 
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For it .hath not only a ſubordination of Officers,” 
which is necefſary in all Regular Governments wharſoe--- 
ver; Burt it hath the fame Officers, Biſhops, and Prieſts, 
* both in Name, and —_— which ſeem ſpoken of in 

Scripture, which this Church always had, and- all Char- 
ches that I can read of, ever had till of late, and the 
Church-Government that beft agrees with a Monarchy 
12 the State, | 

And whatever other Men do, Ieſteem- ir nor a light 
Marter, what Church-Government is among us, if it were 
ouly for this, That this Church-Government hath beerx 
ſo Univerſally received by all that owned themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, from all Antiquity; I may juſtly think there was 
ſome neceſſity of ſuch an Inſticution at firſt, and fear. 
varying from ſuch an Order, as nor being able ro diſcerm 
perhaps all the ill Conſequences of altering ir. : 

Bur I find alſo, That all other Nations, and cu 
larly our own, were Conyerted under this Miniſtration.- 
That this is the way by which ſo many good Men have 
gone to Heaven ; the Principal of the Martyrs of the 
Ancient Church, as well as of our own, having been its 
Biſhops. And by the going butin che Way that ſo many 
good Men have gone, I may hope fooner to meet Chriſt, 
than in a By-way of my own Invention.. 


And I find alſo this Church not only to be Governed 
by the ſame Governors, by which the Ancient Church 
was Governed, bur alſo to have the ſame general Laws, 
and to execute the ſame kind of Orders (only where the 
Times will not give leave, or where there is a juſt Pow- 
er in ourChurch to change, cr good Reafon to vary 
and co be the fame way conſiſtent with Monarchy, an 
ſubſervienr co ir, and to the Peace of the State by it. 
Beſides, that ir is the beſt way, according to Human 
Prudence, to keep out Hereſie, or Schilſm, and preſerve 
Union berween the Members of the fame Profeſſion. 

And Laſtly, Iadmire ehis Government and Inſtitution, 
becauſe mmder it I am in no doubr of the Validity of the 
Ordinations of our Miniſters, or of the Validity of the Sa- 
craments by them. Adminiſtred. For we have our Orders 
by a continued Succeſſion from the Ancients, = ls 

rom 
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Apoſtles, which''s the only ordinary way, 

A For a'Man to be Commiſſiohaed © 
A&in Chriſt's Name. ©. i. 

.And therefore, | for ,one of our Nation, and Born 
within the Pale of our Church, to ſeparate himſelf from 
us, eicher-from diſlike of Epiſcopacy, or, on prerence 
of greater. Purity, I muſt needs think to be a _ dan- 

erous Praftice, For I no more doubt there 1s luch a 

in as Schiſm, than I doubt there 1s ſuch, a Sin as 


| Murder. 


Further, I cannot bur admire at the want of Under-: 
ſtanding (to ſay no worſe) of thoſe Men who have en- 
deavoured of late Years to run down —_— In ge- 
neral; as Popiſh, ſeeing ir is very evident, that Epiſco- 
pacy was from the very beginning of Chriſtianity, and 
many Ages before Popery, as by it are meant the Errors 
of the Church of Rome. And ifir muſt be called Popiſh, 
beeauſe the Papiſts have ſuch as they call Biſhops ; for 
the ſame Reaſon a Man may-call the Creed Popiſh, be- 
cauſe rhe Papiſts uſe and profeſs it ; And a Man may call 
all the Greeb and other numerous Eaftern Chriſtian 
Churches Popiſh, .rho' in ſo many Points of Dottrine 
they are ſo contrary to the Church of Rome ; Burt they 
agree with us in every conſiderable Poinr of Doftrine, as 


- well as in Epiſcopat Government; and this by a conti- 


nued Succeſſion from the firſt Ages, which 1s alſo ano- 
ther very ſtrong Argument on our fide. | 
Indeed, it is 1o far from being true, that Epiſcopacy 1s 
a Branch, or a note of Popery, that I look on Epiſcopal 
Government, as the. beſt way ro keep our Popery, or any 


' other Error. For Epiſcopacy, as Eſtabliſh'd in its juſt 


Righrsand Power, utterly deſtroys the Papal Prerences; 
for this will bring -the Biſhop of Rome to his former 
ſtate, when he was look'd on as no way differing from 
other Biſhops, bur only as he was Biſhop of a bigger City, 
and had a larger Dioceſe. And the Pope's Creatures were 
ſo aware of this, that in the Council of Trent, when the 
Sþ.niſh Biſhops would have Enated Epiſcopacy to be of 
Divine Right, the 1taltans, the Pope's Creatures, preſent- 
ly ſmelt out the Conſequences of _it, viz. That, This 


would be to depreſs the Pope himſelf ro the ſame oo | 
| | Wt 
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with other Biſhops, and therefore made all the” T! 
they could, That that Vore-ſhauld-not 


Pope as a greater Enemy to Epiſcopacy than even Pref. 
byrery ir-ſelf, For Maſter Calvin tamſelf did approve of 
Epiſcopacy ; only ic could ncr ſo well be brought into 
Geneva, wherethere was a Popiſh Biſhop living, who was 
Lord of that City. Bur the Pope will allow 'of no Bi- 
ſhops, in proper ſpeaking, but only himſelf; all Biſhops 
| deriving their Power from Kim, he being the* Head, 
and Roor of Epiſcopal Power, as Cajetan hath determin'd ; 
- And all Biſhops Atting only with his Leave, and by his 
Authority, and Grace, _Swearing Obedience, and Homage 
to Him, as they do by the Oath: which they muſt 
when they are Conſecrared : All this makes them only 
the Pope's Servants, and ſcarcely fo good as his Depu- 
ties :- To be ſure, they are not properly Biſhops in the 
true, and ancient Senſe of it, as ſuch who, under Chriſt, 
had over their Presbyters, and People, Supreme Power, 
as to Church-Afﬀairs, and Accountable only ro Chriſt, 
and ro a Council of their Fellow-Biſhops, ofle Meeting, 
and Conſulting rogerher for the good of the whole. 


And as Biſhops in general are not Popiſh, ſo neither 
can our Biſhops Appointed and Confecrated according to 
rhe Orders of the Church cf England, be with any co- 
lour accuſed of Popery. For-at their Ordination firſt, 
| and Conſecration afterwards, they all ſhbſcribe to the 

XXXTX. Articles, to the uſe of the Liturgy, take the- 

Oaths oft Allegiance and Supremacy, and give all che- cau- 

tion and ſecurity, that one Man can give to another, 

of their Averſion ro Popery, and ſteddineſs to the 

Church of England: And now beſides this, They take” 

the Teſt, and Renounce Tranſubſtantiation, and the other 

great Points of Popery, and particularly diſclaim all ſub- 
zeQtion to the Pope, or dependance on him, and this 
with abundance of Truth and Refon, 

For it Chriſtian Religion had b-en planted here from 
Rome, it doth not prove chat we ought on that Account 
for everto depend on Rome, or our Biſhops be ſubje' 

* to the Pope, For we can proye that Scofland, ſome 
; . parts 
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and accords- | 
ingly ir was caſt our. And therefore, '1 lookon the- * 


Of the Church. 


parts of Germany, and other Places, received their Chriſti- 
anity from England : And yet they will not allow us to 
pron” Sura Power over thoſe Places upon that account ſtill 
in Spirituals, Bur it is evident, that we did not ſo much 
as receive our Religion from any of the Biſhops of Rome, 
but had it planted here, either by the Apoſtles, or Apo- 
ſtolical Men, as is fully made out, eſpecially of lare by 
thoſe jr wg ne ty al] - Sou —_ _ 
L ſhop . Aſaph, and Dr, Stilling- 
fn Decy of Paul. 
Indeed, 


St, Pauls. 
| when Chriſtianity was almoſt deſtroyed in 
the Eaftern Parts of this Iſland by the Saxons, who were 
een; the Biſhop of Rome ſent Auguſtine ro Convert 
ſome of thoſe Saxons; but ke found many Biſhops in 
this Country, who altogether diſowned any dependance 
On Rome, and would pay no Obedience tothe Pope, pro- 
feſſing oy owed no more ſervice to him, than to any 
other good Biſhop, and pious+ Chriſtian. And more- 
over, we in England may juſtly plead the Priviledge of 
the Kingdom of Cyprus, according to the Council of 
Epheſus, of being a diſtin National Church, withour 

on any other. 

And as thus in Point of Right we can juſtifie our nor 
being ſubje& xo Rome, ſo alſo in Point of Faf, we can 
fay, the never had any ſettled and quiet Poſſeſſhon, 
and exerciſe of Power here, art leaſt for any conſiderable 
riyme trogerher, as is at large evident from what Mr, Prynn 
and others have Collefted ; and all our Statutes of Pro- 
viſor's, and Premunire's do ſhew how hitle hold here the 
Pope was by our Government allow'd, or own'd to have. 
And tho' many did Appeal to Rome, it was againſt Law ; 
and therefore, Thar gives the Pope no more Right here, 
than many Peoples being Trairerous, and paying Homage 
to an Uſurper, doth annul the Right and Title of the 
Lawful Prince. \ 

If the Pope ever had any Power here, it could not be 
by a Divine, but a Human Conſtitution, by the Appro- 
bation of the King and Nation ; and that very Power hath 
for good Reaſons annulled this Liberty, and revoked this 
Granr, and made it High Treaſon, or at leait a Premunire, 
to have any thing to do with the Pope or See of _— 
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and whatever Reafons there ever could be for holding a 
friendly Correſpondence with the Biſhop of Rome, I am 
ſare there- were and are as good, or greater Reaſons for 
_ denying ir now, and forbidding all A to Rome 3 
rv tn by reafon of the vaſt Sums of Money drawn out 
of the Nation (all grear Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes being Judged 
at a Foreign Tribunal, and all Eccleftaſtical Perſons made 
= d b. another cnn: jon) bur _ _ EY 
nd by woful experience how great an 
was - our Peace, all TranſaQtions with him were and 
are by our Laws moſt juſtly forbidden. 

And therefore we being thus a y Conſtiruted 
National Ghurch, had co ently full Power to Reform 
ourſelves, without asking the Biſ hop of Rome's leave. 
(When we found many Errors by —_—_— crept in a- 
- mong us.) Nor can we with any ſhew of Reaſon, or Con- 

ſcience,. be charged with Schiſm on thar account ; for 
we are ready to juſtifie to the World (as we have done 
it abundantly) that we have onl off Errors, or 
. ſuch things as ought co be rejefied, and have retained, 
or received, nothing bur what is Necefſary, or Lawful, 
And it is a hard caſe that we muſt be forced to ask the 
Pope's leave for us to grow bertrer Chriſtians; and it is 
et a harder caſe it he ſhould be unwilling, and not ſuf- 
er us ſo to be, 

And One m_—_ __ Church _ without 
great Impropriety, be ſo much as charged with Schi 
from nnhes National Church, ſuch as that at Forors 
bur from the Univerſal Church.——So that it is a Kind 
of Non-ſenſe for us, even ro be charged with bei 
Schiſmaricks from Rome, unleſs Rome be all the World, 
or a Particular bean Univerſal. 

Ours is the National Religiory and forthe firſt Ten 
Years of Queen Elizabeth, the Papiſts did Communicate 
with us ull the Bull of Pbpe Pius IV. Amo 1552 though 
our Reformation was then fully ſettled. So that They 
are bound ro anſwer ir, why they join nor ſtill in Com- 
munion with us. And I hold myſelf bound to Obey 
this Church in all irs Lawful Commands, ic having as 
much' Power, as any other Church in the World, over 
irs own Members, though it is leſs Imperious in irs Com- 
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mands,. and pretends not to a Dominion over our Faith. . 
And therefore moſt highly do I Honour and Revere 

This Church, thus Apoſtolically Govern'd, and Legally 
Eſtabliſh'd, and of all things in this World dread its 
Cenſures, For I cannot bur reckon, That thoſe great 
Priviledges and Promiſes, granted by Chriſt ro his Church, 
Matt. 18 muſt belong to This Church, which is 1o truly 
Chriſtian. Aud Iam fo far-from lighting or deſpifing 
its Authoricy, becauſe it doth nor ſo 1mperiouſfly Curſe 
Its Enemies, or doth not pretend ro infli Temporal Pu- 
niſhmenits on Delinquenrs,that I revere it the more on this 
very account. ' For God will be nevertheleſs ſevere a- 
gainſt a Rebellious Son, becauſe the Father did only with 
Pity and Tenderneſs rebuke him, and defire to reclaim 
him. And it hath been of old obſerved, That where, 
and when the Church had leſs Secular Aid, there God 
did in a more ſpecial manner Vindicate ir himſelf. 

"Asto the other ſubordinate Parts of our Government 
under the Biſhops, ſuch as Arch-Deacons, Deans and 
Chapters, and the ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Courts, I think - 
none can deny, bur either theſe very Orders, or ſome- 
what like them, is neceſſary to the gocd* of the whole, 
and the regular Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs under the Bi- 
ſhop ; and theſe very Orders have been ſo long among us, 
that they can plead the Preſcription of very many Hun- 
* dred Years, and are ſointerwoven with our Laws, and 
the Frame of our Government, and we have been ſo 
| long uſed to them, that they have every way a firm and 

ſertled Right among us; and nothing in this Lite can be 
ſtable, nor righe certain, if, ro other Arguments, a Pre- 
ſcription of 10 many Hundred Years ſhall not be valid ; 
for it is an Ancienter Right than any Man can ſhew. for 
his Eſtate : And for thele Reatons, do I fully approve 
of them. And whatever fault is in-any of them, I muſt 
needs aſcribe ir to the Perſons, rather than ro rhe Na- 
tare of the OHces. Much lefs can che Church be charged 
with blame, which, Iam ſure, by her Canons, defigns 
the prevenring of all thoſe abuſes commirted ; and it rhe 
times at preſent will allow of no better, let every Man 
bear his own burthen. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. I. 
Of Chriſtian Belief. 


' ND as 1 find this Church this Rightly Conſlituted, 
and under a Government rhe moſt truly Agreea- 

e to the Apoſtolical Patrern, and the. Praftice of all 
Ages: $0 I cannot but admire it more, if poſſible, for 
the ſoundneſs of irs Faith and Do#rine. 

- Foras it makes a true Faith neceffary, as well as Pra- 
Qice;. fo irreſolves this Faith into the true Author, and 
Obje&t of it, GOD; Ir being moſt agreable, that we' 
ſhould learn from Him, what to Believe of Him, and by 
whar a&tions to pleaſe Him. . 

Now He hath, in His Goodneſs, order'd certain Books 
to be written, by-Men Inſpired by Him, that do contain 
all char God would have us know, as from Him, in order 
to our Salvation. And theſe Books altogether we call the 
Bible, or Holy Scriptures. And this Book I am by the 
Church of England Taught, ro look on, as a complear - 
Rule of Faith and Manners : And that neither a Man's 
own private Spirit, or Reaſon, nor the Authority and 
Commands of any Men ought to be liſtened or atrended to 
1n oppoſition to 1t. 

I reckon alſo that this Scripture is clear enough, as to 
all neceſſary Points, co them that will make it their bu- 
ſineſs without prejudice, ro. conſider and underſtand it : 
And whatever hath been ſaid againſt ir; I find none, bur 
only ſeeming Contradifions and Oppoſirions in ir, which 
do allow of a very favorable Interpretation, and Recon- 
ciliation : And that even theſe ſeeming Difficulties, and 
ContradiQons, as well as the divers Tranſlations of Scrip- 
rure, and the various Readings, are chiefly, or only in 
ſmall and indifferent Caſes, which concern nor the Et- 
ſence of our Religion. And-to reconcile theſe ſeeming 
Oppoſitions, and to explain the whole, isa great parr of 
the Office and Duty of the Clergy, the Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, who are bound to Inſtru&t the People our 
of this Book, and to convince the Gainfayers, 

And though as St. Petey ſays, Many do wreſt the Scrip- 
. Fare 0 their own deſlrufion ;, yer 1 look on it as very fit 
a 


10 Of Chriſtian Belief. 
and neceſſary, that this Scri ſhould be in the Vul 

[ANEuage, and often read by the People; Thar fo they 
themſelves may ſee, and know the Law, by which they 
muſt be judged ; that they may be farisfied the Clergy do 
notimpoſe on them, teach them a Religion of their 
own invention ; and ſeeing every Man muſt be judged 
at the laſt Day ſeverally by himſelf, and according to 
what he himſelf hath done , ir ſeems , thar he 
ſhould now firſt judge for himſelf, whatever help or aſ- 
ſiſtance he may have from another ro make a right 


Judgment, . 

And this ſufficiency, and clearnefs of the Scripture, is 
the reaſon why I do not depend on the Authority or 
Credit of the Prieſt that Ex $ It, or Preacheth from 
it, but on the Scripture itſelf ; he wy bound 
to bring ſome clear Paſſage of Scripture for the proof of 
what he faith. And therefore I do not look on any 
ing that he: faith as infallible, any further than ir 1s 
conſonant ro Scripture: Nor do I any infallible In- 
terpreter at all ro be giyen to the Church. For if there 
were any infallible Inte7preter of the Word, and Will 
of God, doubtleſs ir would of all things have been the 
moſt plainly faid, and the moſt frequently referred to 
in Scripture, becauſe of the infinite uſe of knowing it, 
and'rhe Danger of being ignorant of it; and God in his. 
Wiſdom and Goedneſs, would: never have pur ſo man 

into the Scripture, which there is; no. ſuc 
need we ſhould know, and leave any thing our of 
Scripture, - which it is fo abſolutely neceſlary that we 
ſhould know, 

And though it is true, that the Church did convey 
down to us the Books of Scripture, and ſo we receive 
the Scripture from the Church, as ſome of the Fathers 
have ſaid, yer ir doth not hence follow, That the 


. Scripture received its Authority from the Church, or thar 


the Church is above the Scripture, and to be believed: 
before ir. For the Scripture received its Authority on- 
ly from God, who Inſpired thoſe Men that wrote it ; and 

Church, in conveying down the Scripture to us, is to 
be look'd on only as a Witneſs of ſuch Books being writ- 
ten by Divincly Inſpired Men, but not as giving us =_ 
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ly Inpiced. Forallthar » "oct yore cncering 
ired. For we 

> Armin is, That it was written by ſuch and ſuch 
and received as Divinely Inſpired. Now even Human 
Teſtimony is ſufficient ro prove this, without any Au- 
thoriry. And: therefore to argue for the neceifiry of In- 
fallibility, or Divine Authority 1n the Church, to afſure us 
which is the Scripture, is the ſame thing as if we would 
admit only of a King and Parliament's Teſtimony, or Au- 
rhoriry ro prove, Thar ſuch an A@ of Parliament was 
formerly made. And therefore 1 may juſtly look on the 
Scripture as infallible, rho' the Church that conveys it 
down to us is Fallible. For otherwiſe, if the Church 
muſt be eſteemed Infallible in every thing, becauſe She 
conveys down to us the Scriptures, which all own ro be 
Infallible ; By the ſame reaſon, the Keeper of the Re- 
cords of the Tower, or any where elſe, may urge that his 
Word ought to go as far as any of thoſe Records, becauſe 
he hath the keeping of them. And therefore as I may 
believe the Records, but diſcredit the Man; fo I may 
believe the Scripture, tho' I believe nor the Church, 
Beſides, a Man may tell one thing true, bur lye in many 
others; ſo rhe Church ma etna in handing down 
ro us the Scriprure, becauſe ir hath all collateral Evidence 
to ſtrengthen irs Teſtimony, bur yet need not be be- 
lieved in every thing elſe, which ſhe pretends ro, Tho' 
-the Church of England will difown nothing that can be 
proved to have heen Received, and PraQtiſed by the 
whole Church, from the Apoſtles Days, ſuch as the Canon 
. of Scripture, the beeping the firſt Day of the Week holy, in- 
cad of the Seventh, Infant-Baptiſm, Epiſcopacy, &c. but 
very ſtrictly infiſts on them, becauſe She reckons herſelſ 
bound to keep up Uniry with the firſt and pureſt Ages, 
and cannot think ir probable, or poſſible, that an Uni- 
verfal Praftice, contrary .to the _ of Chriſt and his 
ap—_ ſhould prevail immediately after, and even 
during the Apoſtles bogs 
Bur ſtill we cannorallow of all things thar- the Church 
of Rome nds an univerſal and conſtant Praftice of, 
ſuch as Prayers to Saints, Prayers for the Dead, Tranſub- 
« ſtantiation, Adoration of the Hoſt, Submiſſion $0 the Pope's 
Supremacy, 
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Supremacy &c. For they notoriouſly falſifie in their ; 
rations to. this purpoſe, as any ohe will ſee that 
_Wathour, prejudice, read their Books, and Ours, written 
on-theſe Subjefts. Much leſs do we own any Infallibility 
of Tradition, or make what is deliver d down to us by it, 
to be of equal Authority with the Scripture, as the Coun- 
cil of Trent expreſly doth. For Chriſt hath no where 
told us, That He would deliver ſome things by Word of 
Mouth, tobe handed down to all Ages, which ſhall be 
of the ſame neceſſity, and Infallibility, with what is 
writtenin Scriprure, Nor is there any intimation of any 
Man, or number of Mens being ſo extraordinarily guided 
and affiſted, as withour Error to convey down to us this: 
Oral Tradition. And if they rely only on the general 
Promiſes made to the whole Church, of Chriſt's being 
by his Spirit preſent with it, we ſee not why a ſmall part 
of the whole Church, viz. thoſe of the Roman Commu- 
mon, ſhould rake this Promiſe to itſelf, any more than 
the Reformed Weſtern or Eaſtern Churches, unleſs it can 
be proved, Thar the Italians have better Memories, or 
are honeſter Men, and ſo fitter ro convey down old Tra- 
ditions to us, than the Greeks, or others ; which, I be- 
lieve, wil! be a hard matrer to prove, ——Theretore we 
both deny any Tradition ro be of equal Authority with 
the Scripture, and eſpecially we find no number of Men 
fir for the handing down ſuch a Tradition to us, it it 
were given at firſt, And yet much leſs can we rely on 
any certain number of Men, telling us that, This, or 
That is ſuch Infallible Tradition, and think ourſelves 
bound to believe them, | fay they what they will, And 
yer this is plainly the Caſe with the Church of Rome 
concerning Tradition : They are not fo ſolicitous that 
we ſhould in all things believe, and do as the Ancient 
Church did, bur as the preſent Church of Rome would 
have us; for they know that we Appeal in all Caſes to 
the Ancient Primitive Church, and challenge to be judged 
by it. And they know alſo, that the Ancient Church 
hath believed, and acted otherwiſe in many particulars 
than they now do.. Bur all their ſtickling for Tradition 1s 
ro this purpoſe, that they may bur ger this one liftle Poinr, 


That Tradition is Infallible, and that they are the aaty n 
X N- 
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Conveyers of ic ,; that is, That they are-Infalhble, and: 
that conſequently we muſt Believe, and -do in every 
ching hs they bid us. ,, For norhing, elſe is. allowed for 
Tradition in the Church of Rome, bur what the preſent 
Church ſays, and declares to be Tyadition. And this be- - 
ing.granted. by us, there would be an end of all Diſpute. 
For then they may teach us a new Religion, a new Goſ- 
pel, and ſay they have Tradition for it, and whocan 

lay, it, ſomake us deny our Old one, that Chriſtand 
the Apoſtles taught us : But we have not ſo learned Chriſt. 


Beſides, I confeſs, I ſee not any neceſficy of. an in- 
fallible Judge in the World. Nor hath God in his 
Providence been wanting to his Church, in not pro- 
viding one, as ſome of | the Church of Rome have blaſ- 
ROY axgued. For ſeeing he hath given us; in the 

ripture, a Rule and Foundation to proceed on, and 
our own Reaſon to apply ir to our ſelves, and make uſe 
of it ro our own ſes, I ſee not why we may not make 
uſe of this Book for its ſes, as well as we make 
uſe of other Books for other purpoſes. And why can- * 
not God ſpeak his Will as plainly ro be underſtood, as 
Men can, and do daily? And if there be Truth deli- 
vered in Scripture, Why ſhould not. all men be able 
to appre and diſcover ir? Seeing Truth is bu 
one, and Reaſon is the ſame to all, and eſpecially ſeeing 
we. ſhall be Judged, every Man for himſelf, and by a 
God that knows our hearts, who ſees with what fince- 
rity of heart, or with what byaſs and ill inclinarion, 
we a ppl this Rule to our ſelves. 

Altho' if there were an Infallible Judge at Rome, ac-- 
cording to their way of reafoning, it would not be 
much ro the advantage of the Church, eſpecially of us 
that live ſo far from Rome. For ſecing I cannor hear 
the Pope himſelf ſpeak, they muſt all be Infallible, rhat 
ro the fourth or fifth hand yore convey what he 
faith to me; for if any of theſe miſtake, or will- 
fully deceive me, What muſt I do ? Nay if 1 were at 
Rome, the Pope cannot - be ſpoke to at all hours ; for 
he takes ſtate on himſelf ſometimes, and ſometimes 
hath the Gour, and other infirmitjes incident 00 

cen, 
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Men, and doth not love to be diſturbed | 
And yer if I ſhould ſpeak with him, 1 
nor be much the wiſer. For to make a e of ſuch 
an infallible Judge, we muſt be as Infallible as he ; 
for we may mi him withour an Infallible Spirit ; 
and if he doth tell me true, and I do not 

or receive it ſo,sI am ſtill in a bad cafe, And yet it is 
evident that the words of an infallible Judge, or Inter- 
preter, may be miſtaken. For our Bleſſed Sayiour him- 
ſelf was miſunderſtood, both by the Fews, and by his 
Diſeiples ſometimes. And what ſhall we ſay then of 


is thould 


this ed Infallible Judge on the Seven Hills, who 
1s ofren a Man of the weakeſt Underftanding, and not al- 
ways of the greate 


ſ clearneſs. of In, and who 
doth not know-Truth himſelf ? For ſometimes he hath 
excuſed himſelf from judging itr a caſe in" Divinity, by 
alledging that he was not bred a Divine, and therefore did 
not underſtand the Queſtion. And yer methinks Know- 
ledge is ſomewhat neceſſary in order to Infallibility. 
des, if he ſhould by ſpeak a very true Sen- 
rence, but doth nor knowf what it means, and there- 
fore cannot explain ir to me, I may cafily miſtake him, 
or apply what he ſaith ro an improper ſe.. For 
words are ambiguous, and ſome Mens Nowons are found 
ro fir things ſo well, that they often rake the one for 
the other. And yer if there be any need of rhis Infalli- 
ble Judge, there will be conſtant need of him, ir 
will not be enough for him to ſpeak now and then 
in- a General Council, bur very often, or always to fit, 
and have 4 myo; made to him, according to their 
es, and ways of arguing, becauſe there are 

new Diſpures, ions, and Herefies thar are raiſed al- 
moſt daily ; (fqr if the Pope can give any one ſtanding 
Rule for reſolving all Doubts, and defiting Dodtrines, 
we ſhould be apt to think that God may have given this 
himſelf in Scripture ; and this would ſo il his Trade; ) 
and if a Man not this Infallible Judge ready to 
reſolve him, be he never ſo defirous of knowing truth, he 
may die in Herefie, and his caſe then muſt be very bad, 
$0 thar there is an abſolure neceſſity of a man's living 
very near the Pope, or elſe he can have no _ 
- þ ecu-« 
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ſecuriry of himſelf, but he may-he in ſome conſidera 
ble Error. And the People of Rome muſt be the only hap- 

People in this life, that only are ſure of the true Ca- 
Colick Religion, -as living ſo under the. cofiſtant.drop- 
ings of bility. And yet I believe Rome.is the laſt 
place in the World ro which the Prieſt would ſend you, 
ro make you 'a good Catholick. But how if it happen 
after all this that this Old Gentleman at Rome "dare nor 
ſpeak even wharthe chinks, for fear of angring rhis, or 
ar Party, French, cr Spaniſhg/ or when a Queſtion is pu 

to him, as concerning the immaculate Conception of the Bl 
Virgin, He ſees that if ne determine it either way, 
1 loſe, - or at leaſt diſcblige a very powerful and nu- 
merous Order, and therefore uſeth all the Tricks of 
Tergivecſaticn and delay, that can be, that he may not 
be forced to decide cc Controverſie ; as we know it 
happen'd within theſe Seventy Year; ? If this Gentle- 
man did know mvre than other Men, what would his 
knowledge fignihe if he were afraid to own or declare 
what he knows? Therefore let theni Decide their own 
Controverſi:s firſt,” by this their Infallible Judge, before 
they pretend to impoſe him upon us. Will any Man be- 
lieve me that I have an Infallible Cure for the Gour, when 
he ſces me lie groaning under it all the Year round ? And 
therefore not till they have determined among them- 
ſelves the Queſtion of the Immaculate Conception, of the 
Power of the Pope, beſides, or without a Council, and 
convinced the French King, and of the Pope's 
Infallibility, and abſolute unlimited Authority, and of the 
nullity of the Liberties of the Gallican Church, ſhall we 
ever think they believe themſelves, when they ſay the 
Pope is Infallible ? or if He be, Iam ſure it is to as little 
purpoſe, as if he were not. So that Infallibility is only 
a long Word to amuſe People. Ir is down-right Force 
that doth all chings in the Church of Rome ; and, as T 
dare ſay, ar this time ir will be granted me, the King of 
Frarce's Army ſignifies more than the Pope's Infallibility, 
| may Converting of his own” Subjets ro the Romiſh 

aith., | 

And though we allow not of any Infallibiliry refidenr 
in any Man, or number of Men on Earth, yer we have 
as 


: 
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as great 4 certainty of the Truth of our Religion, as the 
Matrer is capable of, We have all the Proofs of the 
Reality of our Bleſſed Sayiour's Appearing in the World, 
of the Apoſtles Preaching according to his Will, and com- 
mitting ro Writing the ſubſtance of what they Taught, 
in thoſe Books which we call the New Tet:ment ; and we 
have all the Evidence of the Truth, and Uncorruprneſs, 
and alſo of the Senſe and Meaning of thoſe Books, thar 
we can expe, and that a Matter of that Nature will al- 
low of; and I think no Man in hisWits will require more. 

And according to this Church alſo, I allow of the 
Three Creeds, called by the Names of the 4poſtles, Ni- 
cene, and Athanaſian Creeds ; both becauſe they are con- 
ſonant ro, and the very ſubſtance of the Scriptures, as to 
the great Points of our Belief ; and alſo for rhe Antiqui- 
ry of their Compoſure, and the general Afent and Re- 
ception that they have found for ſo many Ages in the 
Church of Chriſt, For. I have a very great Reverence 
for whatever can be proved very Ancient in Religion, 
and to have been generally received by 'the Church ; 
as we profeſs a wonderful Reſpe& tor the Four firſt Gene- 
ral Councils, which Pope Gregory I. ſaid. he Reverenc'd 
as the Four Evangeliſts. For by giving this attenrion to 
che Ancients, we go the beſt way to keep our Religion the 
ſame, and alſo maintain Uniry with them. So thar if . 
wm were Part of the True Church of Chriſt, to are we ; 
and if ic would have been our Duty to have kept Unity 
with them, if we had lived in the ſame Age with them, 
bur in Countries remote from them ; it is as much our 
Dury to preſerve the ſame Unity with them, though we 
live ſo long after them, ſeeing we pretend to be Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body of Chriſt with them, 

But though we allow thus ef the Ancient Creeds, yet 
we canhot approve of thoſe Additions, which Pope 
Pius IV. had the Confidence to maketo the Nicene Creed, 
according to the Definitions of the Council of Trent, 
where after the laſt Words of the Nicene Go, þ PS. 

W the ReſiirreFion of the Body, and the Life 0 
6+ BR rh World to come, to adds theſe. Points, Of 
"" Ciced, Seven 5 acraments properly ſo called ; of a proper 

** and propitiatory Sacrifice in the Maſs fir quick. and 
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dead ; of Tranſubſtantiation ; of Communion in one Kind ; of 
Purgatory ; of Invocation of Saints ; "of the Veneration of their 
Reliques ; of the Veneratin of the Images of Chriſt, and the 
Bleſſed Virgin, and other Saints; of Indulgences ; of the 
Church of Rome, as Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches : 
Concluding, that this s thetrue Catholick Faith, out of which 
no Mancan be Saved. p 

For theſe Articles are neither conſonant to Scripture 
nor Antiquity ; they were added by an unjuſt and 1!l 
Authority, after the Decrees of a pack'd Afﬀembly of 
Men; all the Ancient Church, as well as the bigger, and 
betrer Part of the Modern Church, diſowning them; that 
' 1s, the Dodtrines were firſt Eftabliſh'd by che Biſhop of 

Rome, and theſe Articles, purſuant to thoſe Dottrines, 
were added to the Creed by the Biſhop of Rome, and his 
Creatures, as if his Conſcience and Judgment were to be 
a Model for all other.Mens. And yet to theſe Articles are 
the Clergy of Italy, France, Spain, &c. bound to ſubſcribe, 
as well as to the Triniry it ſelf, and tiie Incarnation of 
the Son of God, or his Reſurreftion from the Dead. 

But we keep only ro the Crecds themſelves, - withoug 
any additions. Aud for a right underſtandingthem, and 
ro -prove them confonant to Scripture, and pure Antt 
-quiry, we have ſeveral Books to help us, and by Ap 
that incomparable Expoſition of rhe Apo/ites Creed, made 
by the moſt Learned, the late Biſhop of Cheſter. 

And theſe Creeds I not only fully be/ieve, bur I veril 
think 1t my Dury and Advantage to profeſs ofren, accord- 
ing to the Orders of our Church. For by fo doing, I 
live in an aftual Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, ac- 
cording to my Voiy of Baptiſm, I keep a Sunmary of 
my Belief conſtantly 'n my Head, and yer every Article 
is of grear moment, it we mind the. confequences of ir. 
And whilſt I keep but chis Epitome of my Chriſtian Faith 
. preſent to my Thoughts, I ſhall not ſo cafily be ſeduc'd 
into any Error in Belict or Praftice, which is contrary 
to it, | 
I approve alſo of the Books of the Apocrypha, ar leaft 
ſome of them, to he read for the Inſtrution of the Peo- 
ple, as a kind of Comment on the 0!d Teftument, or ſome- 
what berwcen the Old and New Teſtament, For wy ; 
ng | ome 
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fone kind of Dawnings of Chriſtianiey-in them, - Bur F 
am Taught not to Aris on Authoriry with 
the Scriptures, nor do we eſtabliſh any Point of Doctrine 


Church betore our Saviour's time, as Divinely I 

bur were written after the ſcaling up of 

(IO _ ayes pong IT of God's Wil 
the Go not having any Original Au- 

chr in . oalÞ way as written by Rho, it iS im- + 

poſſible che Church ſhould now give them the Authority 

of Divinely Inſpired Books, as the-Council of Trent pre- 

rends ro do, For the Church cannot make him a 

pher, that really was no Prophet, nor own'd for ſuch for 

many Hundreds of Years, 


on them, 'they having not been recaved by the way 
under 


4 


*  F # -B 


Of Goſpel-Obedience. 


ND I find alſo that in this Church a good and 
holy life is as much urged, reckoned as P 
» I bleſs Gcd, I think 1 can ſay as much prati 

as any where elſe-in the World. | 
Indeed, we confeſs that rhere is no man that lives, 
and converſeth in the World, but finneth, Chrift be- 
ing the only Perſon without fin Original and ARtual. 
And that after rhe very beſt things that we do, we are 
ſill in Truth and Juſtice, to account of our ſelyes but as 
able ſervants, and that we do but what was our Duty 
to ds, And therefore we cannot think ir poſſible for 
us to merit any thing, in ſtri& Juſtice at the hand of 

God, all the power and abiliry by which we do an thing 
of good, being of his giving, therefore of the beft 
of our Aftions we ſay with'Saint Paul, they are of the 
ability which God giveth. But tho' a perfe& unſinning O- 
bedicnce is nor to be expetted here, , yer ſtill we reck- 
on that rhe beſt Obedience we can perform, is neceſſary; 
that it is not ſufficient for'us to Believe, Salvation being 

rug ed to ſuch a Faith only, as is produQtive of g 
[2 . 
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As to the concurrence of God's Grace, TI reckon it 
abſolurely neceſſary in order to my 'doing any thing” as 
I t, And tho' I cannor define to a pottic, juſt how 
far God works, and how far we work in every gecd att- 
-| on, yetI am ſure I can d» ſomewhat thorough God that 

ftrengthens me ; and I am ſure alſo, that G1d workerb mm 
me to will, and to do, and thar he will do more and 
more for me, m——_— as I make a good uſe of the Grace 
chat he gives me, and pray to him for more ſtrength, 
and therefore char 1 am ſomewhar aftive borh in. ufing 
of Mercies, and in Praying for mote Grace. And I am 
ſure 1 anſwer all objetions, and ſatisfhe all difficulries, 
if I chus aſcribe all che good rhar I do to God affiſtinz 
me, and take all my failings and weaknefles to my ſelt. 

celfity of 


And on this Ground as I ſhew my. ſelf the ne 
, doing rhe beſt char I am able, and cur off all plea of 
Meric tor my felt or orhers; ſo I ſhew alfo the neceſſi- 
ty of Prayer to God for his Grace, and lay a Foundarti- 
on for Thankfulnef ro him. | 

| For now by the New Covenant, there is a ſtrit ob- 
ligation to all Kind of Chriſtian Dunes, rho, there is al- 
lowance made for humane frailries and infirmities. There 
is4 way made through the ſufferings and merirs of Chriſt 
for forgiveneſs on Repentance: Bur ſtill iris more accep- 
rable with God, that we live fo, as far as it is poſſible, 4 
ro need no Repentance, 6 

[ reckon good Works therefore abſolutely neceſſary 
in order to Salvation, bur that ir is not ſo much the 
_Adions themſelves, as the Mind and Temper, and De- 

ſign which they are done with, or the Chriſtian Prin- 
ciples which they proceed from, called Faith in Scrip- 
eure, to which che worrh of them is ro be aſcribed, and. 
tor which they are - =] ap of God through'the Merits 
and Mediation of Chriſt, 

The good works which are required of us, as Chriſti- 
ans, in the New Teſtament, and in the Ten Commands, or the 
Moral part of the Old Teſtament, all Duries and Verrues 
there*commanded | reckon my ſelf bqund; as Tam able, 
ro perform; and all Sins or Adtions there forbidden, 1 
make ' Conſcience to abſtain trom; and do not think 
thar by obeying one Command [ am free from others ; 
, of that becauſe there are fins greater and leſs, yer thar 

any are perfetly Yenial. C I 
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.: I reckon my ſelf bound alſo to obey the commands 
of my. Lawful Goyernours, both in Church and Stare, 
not only. for Peace and Order ſake, bur for the ſake of 
God, _ hath m_— - ſo to do, and am will- 
ing to forego my own Right often, and; deny my own. 
Profir, rather than, diſobey, or ek peed nou of 

- any Lawful Governors, where I can obey them with- 
out fin. Bur I religiouſly abſtain from ſetting up the 
Commands of Men in oppoſition to theCommands of God, 
and cannot think that I ſhall be excuſable, if I obey the 
Commands of men to the negle& of the Commands of 
God. And therefore for Example ſake, tho' I pay all de- 
ference and obedience to,the Laws of the Church, as 
knowing that God hath bid me. ro abey it; yer I dare nor 
do, as 1s done in the Church of Rome, when the Church 
commands me one thing, and the Law of God the con- 

, ſay, God bids me obey the Church, and therefore it is 
all one which of the two T obey. For God only bids me obey 
che Church in ſuch caſes as are not defined by the Laws 
of Gods bur doth 494, $4 Church -_— to command 
ing contrary to God's Law, nor oblige me to at- 

—_ = 4 or obey ir, if ir ſhould ſo command, 

I thankfully own, and frequently commemorate the 
bleſſed Son of God's coming into the World to die for 
us, and fatisfie for our. Sins 4 bur yer I rhink-nor, thar 
he, by his Sufferings, hath: eicher excuſed me from 0- 
bedience to God's Commands, or exempted me from 
Puniſhment, if I obſtinately- perſevere in my diſobedi- 
ence, For by Chriſt's coming, Lam, if poſſible, more | 
obliged to a good lite, being now obliged to a ſtricter 
obedience out of Love and Kindneſs to him, who hath 
done and ſuffered ſo much for me. And all his Com- 
mands are Laws, which are ſtrifly ro be obeyed by 
me; only there is now a proviſion made, that fin- 
cere and hearty obedience, tho' mingled with many 
.imperte&ions, (as it will always be whilſt we live in 
theſe Houſes of Clay ) ſhall for the ſake of Chriſt be 
looked on as if it were perfe&t, and our failings will 
in Mercy be forgiven, it we immediately repent us 
truly of them, and beg God's Pardon for them, and 
reſolve for the future, by the aſſiſtance of God, to 


hve better. And 
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tance, and the hopes of Pardon on Repentance bur yet 
Ithink that ir doth nor at all enccurage Sin, nor 1s. to 
be look'd on by us before we fin,; only it is provided. to 
prevent Deſpair when we have ſinned, | and there /is no 
other Remedy. And it is a double Afﬀront © God, for 
me to fin on hopes of Pardon on my Repentance. For 
by this means I both break his Laws, and alſo abuſe his 
Mercies; and the moſt ſevere Puniſhmenrs are threatned 
roſuch a Courſe. | 

And if the Doqrine of Repentance, | or of Pardon up» 
on Repenrance, will not give me any; liberry to fin, ;nor 
excuſe me if I fin wilfully; then much leſs can I expett 
4 diſpenſation from Obedience to the Laws of God any 
other way. 

And by Repentance I do not underſtand, only a bare 
Confeſſing thar I have ſinned, and ſorrow for it, only our 
of fear of Puniſhment, which chey call Atrrition, bur rec» 
kon Contrition efſential ro: Repenrance, and-neceſlary to 
the Pardon of my Sins; -viz. that I be heartily grieved 
for the hainouſnels of my Sins in themſelves, - and their 
being ſo difpleaſing in che fight of God ; and am fully 

urpoſed and reſolved, by the bleſſing of God, to live 
trer for the future ; and alſo, that neither by the pow- 
er of the Prieſt, nor any other way, can this A/trition 
be turned into Contrition, or be ſufficient for Repentance 
and Pardon. , 

I reckon that every good Work done thus, by Ged's 
Aſſiftance, and with an honeſt Mind, is well pleafing to 
God, and will, it we perſevere, in due time have its re- 
ward. Bur this is to be aſcribed ro his own Goodneſs, 
and the Merirs of Chriſt, not to any worth or-merit in 
the Actions themſelves, For how' can a tew good Aﬀti- 
ons, and mingled with many Fatilings, ora whole courſe 
of ſuch AQions, for the little while we live upon Earth, 
bear any proportion to, much . leſs deſerve, - Eternal Rev 
wards in the World to come ? Eſpecially how cat any Man. - 
prerend ro meric_ at his Hands, by whole very- Aid and 
Ailiſtance we doany thing that is good? For ct the beſt of 
our Attions, we muſt in truth and juſtice ſay, as D-vid 
laid of his own, and his Fogg Offerings, © 2 Chron. 
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29. 14. All things come of thee, and of thy own have we gi- 
aven 50 . 

' I do not think that Ido my Duty ſufficiently by ab- 
Naining from Evil. For there are Affirmative as well as 
I Commands ; and if 1 only ihouid -eſchew Evil, 

nor endeavour to do Good, 'I muſt, according to the 
Tenor of the Goſpel, be reckon'd among the unprofitable 
Servants. 

And in this Conſideration I rake care not only ro avcid 
che Sins, which I ſee m1ny Chriſtians roo mbch indulge, 
or which I am,” by Temper, Education, Cuſtcm, cr 
Company, more than ordinary inclin'd to; bur alſo I 
reckon it my indiſpenſible Duty, to b: conſtanc in all 
the Parts of Poſitive Chriſtianity, knowing thar Heaven is 
not a State of filence, bur infinice invaluable Happineſs, 
and therefore (which I cannot porſibly think) can-be 
gotten with the doing of nothing. And even among 
Men, there is little commendation thoughr due to him, 
of whom the beſt that can be ſaid, is, Thar he bath done 
no harm. 

Now by Poſitive Chriſtianity, er Affirmative Duries, 1 
underſtand ſuch things as I a#ually do, out of Obedience 
ro God, and to ſerve him; and nct only forbear doing 
what he forbids me. 

So in reference to Himſelf, I am ſo far from doing a- 
ny thing ro diſhonour, or blaſpheme God, that I every 
way that I am able, ſeck to glorifie, praiſe, and ſerve 
Him, 

In reference ro my Neighbour, I not only forbear 
wronging him, but I do him all the good, by good Advice, 
by ſpeaking well of him, by aiding and aſſiſting him in any 
Caſe, that I am able. 

And as to my ſelf, I think it not enough co lie on my 
Bed, and weld the fins of Intemperance, &c. but that 
by all the diligence that I am able, I ſtudy to Improve my 
Mind, get a Conqueſt over my Paſſions, and every way work 
up my ſelf to a berter Temper and Prattice. | 

I am ſo far from doing the World harm, or making it 
worſe, that I endeavour to leave it better than I tound ir. 
Hence I not only Pra#iſe Piety conſtantly my ſelt,but 1 do 


what I can to Promote, and Encourage it in others; which, 
| it 
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# Tam ina Publick Station, and Employment, I'can indeed do. ' 
more effefually; and-I am ſure I ſhall be called to am. 
account why I do it nor. And if I am in the moſt Private: - 
Capacity that can be, yet by my ſilent and conſtant Exam-' 
ple, T ſhall do ſome good ; by my Advice to my Friends: - 
I may do more; and by occaſional Diſcourſe, or maki 
uſe of ſuch opportunities as will often preſent themſelves, . 
I' may be an Inſtrument to. a great deal of good, 
and all this without beinz Conceited, or Pragmarical ;; 
withour intrenching on other. Mens bufineſs, . going out- 
of my own Place, or diſturbing the World. 

I own a good and wiſe Providence watching over the 
World; and gor only over Publick, but even exrending tor - 
.the moſt Private Aﬀairs and Perſons,and accordingly I dai-- 
ly commit my ſelf, and all my Concerns, to the Govern-: 
ment and over-ruling of that good God, that I am ſures 
loves me, and knows my Cafe and Wants better than I»: 
do my ſelf. Bur chough. I thus own a Providence, yer I+- 
take a Rc: igious care not to tempt Gad,- by running my 
ſelf into Evil, and then ro expe& God to keep me. out, . 
and deliver me.. Juſt as though I know God's Grace to: 
be All-fufficient for me, yer. 7 dare nor expe it to keep; 
me from Sin, it I wilfully, and with my Eyes open run: + 
into it. 

For God's Grace and Prote&#ion is promiſed, and to be 
expedtted only in ſuch Caſes, as in which I have done all - 
thar was in me for my ſelf, and then. I am allowed to. - 
hope for help from God: or in ſuch Caſes as intowhich - - 
I am unwitungly and unwillingly led; or in which I am- 
innocently, and honeſtly engaged ; and here Iam ſureof 
ſuitable aid and ſupport,. if Thumbly and earneſtly make. 
my Requeſt, bur nor where 7 wilfully expoſe .my.ſelf ro. 
Sin and Evil. . 

. And on this Principle I do not Expoſe my ſelf to Temp<r 
tations, eirher as to Eſtate, .by Gaming, or as to Life by. 
Duels, or as to Religion, and a good Conſcience, by aiming, 
only at the loweſt degree of what is Vertuous. or Commen- » 
dable, or taking all the Advantages againſt Religion, and » * 
my Duty, that I think I poſſibly may ; or by going to 
Maſs, or any other Irre way. ot Worſhip, : 
perhaps qurof Vanity only, *and Curioſity, tempt God, andi 

C 3 my 


- 


24 Of Goſpel-Obedience. 
my ſelf, For TI know not bur God may lexve me when I 
thus dally with him. Aud the wife Son of Syach fays, He 
that Ives donger, ſhall fall into it. And. our Saviour, 
That we muſt not thus, Tempt the Lord our God, For in 
all Caſes, in which the Intcreſt of my Soul is concerned, 
I do nothing by Fancy, or Humor, but with all the 
Judgment, -and Reaſon that T have, I conſider ſeriouſly 
the Fitneſs, or Lawfulnefs of it, as knowing thar ir is kere, 
as in War, where one Error is Fatal; and it I be taken 
off ina ſinful Praftice, there is no Reſcuing me, / or Re- 
rrieving me for ever. 

As to a ſhare of the things of this Life, I keep mv ſelf 
In a great indiffcrency; for I am ſure, Thar Lite it ſelf 
2s not always Good, or a Bleſſing; and then much Icts + 
are any of theſe things very deſirable, thar ſerve only for 
' the Conveniencies of Life. And hence I never Pray to 
God for my own, cr my Friends lonzer Lite, only as far 
forthas it (hall be for the Glory of God, and good of 


Religion, and the World, or in order to cur being the 
better ficted and prepared for Heaven ; much leſs am I 
ſolicirous tor more Eſtate ; or make That the Subje& of 
my Prayers, For I am ſure, -that every one cannor have 


a great Eſtate; few Men can bear, or manage a great E- 
ftare as they ought, and no Man needs it, And inthe 
Lord's own - Prayer we are Tauzhr, and allow'd only to 
Pray for Bread, or what is neceſlary, and Thar only from 
hand to mouth, this day our daily Bread. 

I am therefore well content with the little that I have, 
as thinking that God knows my ſtrength and ability beſt, 
and what's propereſt for me, and as knowing that if I 
ſhould ger more, tho' by the moſt Lawful means, and 
by the moſt moderate endeayours, ir will be proportion- 
ably expetted that I ſhould do the more good, be the 
more uſeful in the World, and I ſhall have the more Ta- 
lents to anſwer for the Receipe of; as on the other 
hand, the leſs T have, the leſs Temptations I am liable 
roar preſent, the leſs tied I ſhalſl be ro this World, and 
che leſs will be my Account at the laſt Day. And Iam 
way ſenſible, "that when a Man comes to die, . he will 

he had enjoy'd leſs of this World ; there being at 
leaſt ſome danger of recefving our good things here. 2M nd 
| re- 
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therefore tho a great Eſtate may afford more eaſe and 
delight here, yet a mean Fortune ſeems ro afford more 
ſecuriry in order to hereafrer. And hence I pray tor 
ſuch a Portion asis fitreſt for me, and with which I ſhall 
do moſt good, that God would ſuir-my Condition ro my 
defires, or my defires rb my Condition, thar I may ſerve 
him chearfully and without diſtra&on. ' And I-think 
not that I am our of the favour of God, or even of 
go0d Men, becauſe I haye lefs than others, but do much 
condemn the unjuſt meaſure of the World, of lighting 
a Man becauſe he is Poor, or of valuing him for his Out- 
fide rather than for his Infide. For Vertue and Prudence, 
Integrity and an earneſt deſire to do good, are more true 
Accompliſhments than Beauty, Riches, Honours, &yc. ' 
And He is the moft Conſiderable Man in the World, 
not that enjoys moſt of this World, bur that doth moſt 
good in it; fgr him the- World will moſt mifs, for him 
good Mens Prayers are moſt, over him the Providence 
of God will watch in a more peculiar manner; and 
therefore he is every - way the moſt valuable and con- 
ſiderable Perſon. 

Tam Taught to Pray at home in Private always, and in 
my awn Family roo, conſtantly, eſpecially it I have nor 
the advantage of going with my Family to the Publick 
Service daily. But1f I have the opportunity of Publick 
Worſhip, I am conſtant in it, as in all other Offices - of 
Piety, and fear not being called an Hypocritez for this 
is another of the unjuſt meaſures of the World, to 
reckon a Man guilty of Hypocrifie, if he be more 
| firi& in Religion, and more ſcrupulous of a Sin than 
others are, whereas true Piery muſt, neceſſarily ©- 

nly ſkew ic ſelf, and we are bid ro Lef our Lights ſhing 
Feford men, that they may ſee our good works, ani gre God. 

And agreeable ro this, I nor only Opealy profeſs a 
Regard to Pace bur exaQly  Praftiſe "It towards 

Men. T pay all Men their Dues, all Officers and Offices 
in Church and Stare, according to Sr. Pants command, 
Rom. 13, T pay not only all honour and reſpett, but al- 
ſo all faithful- ſervice and obedience to the King, as 
God's Vicegerent, and the common Father of rhe Coun- 
try.” Icannot endure to hear him ill ſpoken of, or hurr 
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In his Reputation, or injur'd as to his juſt Rights, either 
' an Power or Revenue. 

And asro my Fellow-Subjedts, I maintain an exa Juit- 
ice, {0 as not only to torbear open Violence, Oppreſſion, or 
Fraud towards any, but alſo to take care puntally 0 
pay my Debts, and to anſwer all Promiſes and Obliga- 
tions. For not paying Debts, is much the ſame thing 
as Robbing, or. violently taking from another, there be- 
1ng bur very little difference berween taking Money from 
a Man when he is unwilling, and keeping it from 
him when he defires it, and ought in Juſtice to have it. 

From this Principle Iam alſo puntual in paying my 
Tythes, and all ſuch Publick Dues for the maintenance 

Religion, and for my part take ſuch care otherwiſe that 
they that wait on the Service of God, and watch for 
my Soul, may have a handſome maintenance, leſt by my 
niggardlineſs ir ſhould happen that the Service of God 
ſhould be diſcouraged (and Religion will always ſuffer 
in the Miniſters of 1t) or leſt worthy Men ſhould be dif- 
Heartened from —_—_ the Holy Office, or leſt they 
that already ſerve at the Altar, ſhould be forced to a- 
7 Sang or any unbecoming means to maintain them- 

clves; but that they may have adyantages, and helps fir 
for their Improvement in Learning, that they may be able 
ro defend Religion, and convince the Gainſayers. And this 
15. no more than common Juſtice ; for as they ſhare not 
with others in Secular Bufineſs and Trade, and other 
advantagions ways of raifing themſelves, ſo they oughr 
ro be provided with ſuch a maintenance as anſwers the 
Ingenuous Education. they have had, and the Relation + 
they bear to Religion. 

inally, Iconſider-my ſelf as roall the Capacities, and 
Relations, that I am in the World, and endeayour to 
behave my ſelf ſuicably ro them; knowing there is a di- 
ſtia& and Obligation between Father and Chil- 
dren, Husband and Wite, Superiours and Inferiours, 
Friends and Equals, and which therefore every Chriſti- 
an muſt rake care to anſwer and perform : And which are 
very fully expreſſcd in that excellent Book of The whole 

Duty of Man. - g 
ut 
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But-much of this Nature will come to be conſidered 
alſo- in the Sixth Chapter, ' under the Head of Civil Cons: 
verſation. 
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Of the Servi ce of God. in Publick. 


Am Taughtalfo in this Church; That it is nor ſuffici- 
. ent for me to.Beljeve well, and to perform the.Duty 
ot a Chriſtian by: my ſelt, or in Private, but that there 
is.a Publick Profeſſin and an open Exerciſe of ſeveral 


Ads of Religion neceſſary. 


For many Duties of Chriſtianity do require the doing 
of them' in Company, and it is an open-Profeſſion rhac 
doth moſt encourage Religion, and provoke other Men 
to an Imitation. . And by the Nature of the Publick Ser-- 
vice which, 1 frequent, and by my demeanour in it, I 
give a_Sample of my ſelf, and Men may:thence rake an 
eſtimate how I am affefted in my Mind, and how I carry : 
my ſelf in my more private Retirements. And.I find in 
the Goſpel,thatChriſt promiſerh his Bleſſings, eſpecially;ro 
Publick Services, where Two or Three are gathered together in - 
his Name and therefore that it ought always to be preferred 
before Private, ' And4 Publick Communion hach always been 
accounted neceſſary in order to cur _ our Light ſhine . - 
before Men, and makinz- the World know what Qpinion 
we are of, . For the Publick Articles, and Confeſhon of 
Faith of that Church wich which. I Communicate, being 
known to all che Warld, my Faith and Belief alfo,. as ro 
the main Articles of Religion, 1s known ar the ſame time, 
But the excellency of Publick Service, and its Preference 
before Privare, is fully made out in chart lite: excelient 
Lreatiſe of Prayer by Dr. Patrick. 

And for this Reaton alſo, I Religioufly abſtain from 
Communicating with any Heretical or Schiſmarical Con- 
pregation, that 1s, with any thar hold any erroneous Opt»: - 
non contrary to any of the. great Artic'es of Chriſtianity, 
of that but keep pr.yate and ane Meetings from "+ 
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Pablick Worſhip: that is Lawfully Eſtabliſh'd, left 1 be 
reckor'd of their Parry and Perſvafion, For all ſuch ſe- 
parate Meetings are breaches of Charity ; and tho%they 
may poſſibly encourage no Heretical Opinions now, yet 
it 1s odds, but ſuch Opinions will find ſhelrer and coun- 
renance among them, Such clancular and irregular Con- 
ventricles being the proper Seed-plots for ſuch Weeds to 
grow,in. They break the Uniry of the Body of Chriſt, 
and diſobey Lawful Authority in the Church. And Iam 
ſure, that if they can Communicate without Sin, for 
them to ſeparate 1s a very great Sin. Befides, .thar all 
ſuch private Meetings are dangerous tothe State; for all 
Men that are ill-affe&ed to the Scare, will Herd with 
them, -and fo will be ſecure of a Party. And it weakens 
alſo the Publick Strength, when a number of Men make 
themſelves a diſtin& Party, who will be ſo far from join- 
70g heartily with the Publick, that they reckon it their 
Duty to oppoſe, and find fault with what 1s done, if ir 
be bur'to give ſome excuſe and countenance to their 
own Schiſm. And by thus finding faulr with the Pub- 
lick Manazement, they will alſo draw al! Ditcontenred 
Pemple "ro them (who always are numcrous in every» 
State) and ſo not only ftrenzthen their Schi/m again 
the Church, but alſo Form a dangerous F:#jom againſt 
the State, , 

And as I thus Conſcientiouſly forbear. the Going to 
any Irregular Unlawful Afemblies, thy only cut of Cu- 
riofiry, becauſe my very being there but once, and out 
of no bad Defign, is a giving chem countenance and en- 
couragement _ (for Number ad Company is always en- 
couraging) and -is alſo a putrinys my felt our of God's 
Protettion, by tempting him in_ running my lelt into 
Evil and Danger, which he may juſtly ſuffer me to fall 
into : So alſo I am very ſcrupulous of leaving my own 
Church at all, or going to any other Church, cr Regular 
Congregation. For the thus running to other Churches, 
generally argues a vanity cf Mind ; tt is oft the Mother 
of Schiſm and FaQtion, and rather tends to advance Po- 
pularity than true Religion, 'it gives a very bad Example, 
it diſcouargeth my own Pariſh Conyregacion, and I do 
not think it ſo likely to havea Bleſſing trom God. = 
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God will give his Bleſſi EN 1 int 
ſelf hath placed us, and in Regular Ways, He being th& 
have at leaſt as good —_ and the Word of God it: 
ſelf as pure, as I can find ic in any other Church. And; 
tho” it 15 poſſible, 1may heara neater and more clegant: 
Sermon there, yet beſides, thar I do not think there is 
ſo much Religion, properly fo called, in hearing Ser- 
mons, they being not ſo much in reference ro God, as to 
our ſelves, and tor'our own benefit ;, I ſay beſides this,. 
if ar my return home from ſiich a Sermon, I fit down 
and confider what I have gotten by my wandring, I 
find, that rather my'Curiofiry, andiFancy are grarified,, 
than Piery and Devorion'advanced in me, and I am 
_ Pleaſed, than Inſtrufied, or made cither wiſer, or 

a | 
And I keep conſtantly co my own Pariſh on all occaſt- 
ons, not only on Sundays, but other Days, ſerring down 
this. for a Rule, That Peppers hinder no Bufineſs.. And 
it it ſhould once happen that I ſhould: ſuffer a lirtle by 
;t,l am ſure irwill beabundantly recompenſed ſome other 
ways cho commonly, there is'no need of thar, for. ſo 
hath God in Mercy ordered the World, and Men's Con- 
cerns in it, that a Man may eafily, ar leaſt with alittle 
fore-caſt, 1o order all his Buſineſs, that there ſhall be 
rime enough both for Publick and Private Devotion, 
Nay, indeed, with moſt Men it is cerrain that I need de- 
firechem only to ſpend that time in Devotion, or Read-» 
ing, or in anyother Mcrhod in order to Heaven, which 
elſe they would be' perfeftly idle in, and would, as we 
ſay, hang on their Hands, and which they are not oblig'd 
ro ſpend inany. neceſſary, or ufetul Buſineſs cf Life. So 
thar the moſt diligent Man in the World, and he that 
hath the moſt Butineſs, with a little contrivance, may 
find time enough for conſtant Devorion; and ir will be 
a Relaxation, as well as comfort ro his Mind, and will 
procure for him moreover a Bleſſing from God on his 
other and Secular Buſineſs, 

And when I cometo the Publick Service, T come not 
our of Cuſtom, or to pleaſe others, or get a Repuration, 
or Only with ſuch a kind of diſpoſition of Mind, as 
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when I make a Viſitto a Friend, er go toary common 
Place and Company. For when I come to Church, as 
Iam going, I always think with my ſelf, Now am 1 go- 
ing to appear before God in a more eſpecial manner ; 
and I refie& on ſome, or alt the Defigns of a Publick 
Prayer and Service, and for which I gonow, and art all 
other times. For I muſt always: propound to my ſelf, 
and defign by this, and every other A&ef Publick Devo- 
tion, to pay the Homage due from me to my Great Cre- 
aror and Benefaftor,, who hath thus Commanded to be 
Served, and acknowledged by me; by praiſes to magnifie 
and extol Him for his Infinite Perfe&ions in himſelf ; 
Thanksgivings, to thank and honour Him for the Mercies al- 
ready vouchſafed to all Mankind, his Church in general, 
or This Church and Nation, as well as my ſelf in parti- 
cular ; and by my humble Prayers and Supplicatians to 
beg a continuance of all the good things we enjoy, and a 
ſupply of thoſe that we do, or ſhall want, . for my ſelt, 
and others; as alſo by my Example, as far as I can, to 
keep up, and encourage Religion and Piety in the 
World, and ſhew what Church and Profeſſion I am of. 

And my but thinking of theft Ends of my coming to 
Publick Service, will even awe me into a Deyour and Re- 
verent Carriage, and will make me attentive when I am 
there, and ſo ro make a good uſe and applicacion of all 
Parts of Publick Service to my proper Occafions. 

I always contrive to come before Prayers begin, both 
ro ſhew my willingneſs, and defire ro Worſhip God, and 
that the Publick Service may not be diſcouraged for lack 
of Company, and leſt I miſs any part of Service, eſpe- 
cially the firſt part, in which there is both the Confeſſion, 
Abſolution, and the Lord's Prayer, and alſo. that by my 
coming Aa little before Prayers begin, I may have fome 
time to prepare my ſelf for what I am going to do. 

In the firſt place I fall down on my Knees, to thank 
Gcd for all his Mercics, and particularly for this other 
opportunity of appearing before him, beleeching him to 

ive a Bleſting on all the Congregation, as well as on my 
elf, that He will affiſt us in what we are about to do, 
and accept of what we ſhall do; pardoning-our Infirmi- 
Ks, and doing ſor our felyes, our Church, and gy ng 
abun- 
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abundantly more than we are able eicher to ask or think, 
for che ſake of Jeſus Chriſt char dyed for us. 

When I am riſen from my private Prayers, and at all 
other times during Publick Service in the Church, Luſe 
as lictle Ceremony to others as poſſibly I can (rho' I take 
care to be wanting in no part of Civil Ceremony abroad 
inacommon place.) For Ireckon, that the common Ce- 
remonies of Bowing to one that comes in, or to a Friend 
that F ſee in the Choreh, or to one that Sneezeth, or on 
the like occaſions, is a kind of Compliment that may ve- 
ry well, and ought to be ſpared ; for ir doth nor ſo well 
become the Place where I am, nor the Buſineſs Icome a- 
bour; it argues ſome kind of lightneſs of Mind, or 
will create it, and is certainly diſtrafting both ro myſelf 
and others ; and I may be ſure, that no Man that con-. 
fiders the Sacredneſs of rhe Place, and Occafion, and 
thar' ſees my Civility and Courreouſneſs abroad, will e- 
ver think the worſe of me, if I be more reſerved and 
leſs Ceremonious at Church. 

And all along the Service, I take care both to be Unco- 
vered in roken of Reſpet, and to ſhew I conſider the Ma- 
ſeffy of Him before whom I appear, and alſo to carry my 
felt with all Gravity, Silence, and Inoffenſiveneſs to 0- 
thers, neither by Talking, Ry nor any light 
or unſcemly Carriage to be a diſturbance to them all 
indecency of Carriage, arguing a wandring Mind, and 
s both unbecoming Religion, and a ſcandal to other 
Men, Neither do I bring Dogs into the Church, or en- 
courage thoſe that are brought, very great unſeemlineſs 
often following it,” and it being at the beſt, and always 
a hindrance of Compoſedneſs of Thoughr, a diſtraftion 
of Devotion, and argues ſome Irreverence towards God. 

While the Exhortation is Reading, I ſtand gravely, and 
mind ſeriouſly what is there ſaid, and thereby more fic 
- ſelf for all that is to follow, reſolving by the Bleſſing 
of Gcd, to keep my Thoughts ſo fixed on what I am go- 
ing to do, and every part of Service, as the Worſhip of 
the Great God, and the Salvation of my own Soul do 
require, 

At the Confeſſion, wich the Congregation, I fall down 
on my Knees, that being the Poſture injoined by the 

Church, 
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Church, _— que-opn Poſture — 
Countries. not only acknoy own and 
the fins of the Church and rea in general, but 
as tar as I amable, ch pact ns of my own as are 
cirher greater in rhemſelves, and of a more poa_ 
nature, or elſe, that having been lately commntted, ha 
not been ſo very particularly and fully Repented of by me. . 
I am heartily forry for them, and beg God's Pardon of 
them, that rhey may never riſe up againſt me i chis 
Lite, if ir be his Will, bur eſpeciajly nor- in rhe other 
Life, And whilſt Tbeg his Grace, that we may live God- 
iy Righreous, and Sober Lives, art the ſame time T re- 
olve with my ſelf, thar by his Grace and -Afſiſtance, L 
will ſtrive and endeavour to lead every way a better Lite, 
be more conſtant in every good Aion, and more care- 
fully avoid thoſe fins that I have juſt now confeſled, than 
hicherto ! have done, 
When the: Prieſt pronouncerh the Abſolution, borh 
here, and in rhe Communion Service, Tattend to ir, and' 
receive it with all gladneſs and humility of Mind, beg- 
ging, that this Pardon, which Gcd harh given his Mim- 
ſters Power to pronounce in general, may be'applyed to 
myſelf, and my caſes in particular. Therefore I eſteem 
this Abſolution very much, ir being the Voice of God, 
and being pronounced at the Command of God, . as the 
Auguſtine Conteſſion ſpeakerh ; but ir being only on the 
Conditions that we Repent and Believe, 1 immediatel 
reſolve ro'Repent and Believe, and I pray to Godto Aſſiſt 
me, and Abſolve me, and I am encouraged to hope thatT 
am iti God's Favour, and that he doth pardon and accept 
of me, when I hear this gracious Declaration of his Mercy 
to all true Penitents, And I take it as well, and doubt not 
but.it will be to as good purpoſe ro me, as if it had becn 
ſpoken to myſelf alone, and in a more preſuming way 
and manner. For it being pronounced by ſo truly a Con- 
ſtirured Prieſt, in God's Name, and with his hearty deſire, 
and Prayer for Pardon to his Congregation accompany- 
ing it, and the. People ar the ſame time devoutly ac- 
cepting of ir, and the terms on which it 1s granted, there 
ſeems nothing wanting as ro what I can expe from rhe 
Church ; and I have the ſame aſfſurance/alſo from God, 


as if it* were pron ounced the moſt authoritatively, ac- 
cording 
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thee. For ſecing: the Pardon of fins is in reference to 
the Life to come, I cannot expe ſo full and abſolute a 
Pardon here, but thar if 7 continue in; or return to a 
vitious Courſe, even my former fins will return upon 
me. And ſeeing it comes only from God, 7 ny e- 
ſpecially the Promiſe of God, who hath promiſed for- 
Steneſh of ſins to them that truly Repent, and care not 
whether the Miniſter, who,is as it were the Herald, or 
Perſon, who makes Declaration of this Promiſe, pro- 
nounce ir authoritatively, I abſolve thee, or dechratively, 
He abſolveth, Eſpecially I being very ſure, that God 
will rather do more than leſs, when He ſees we take not 
roo much upon ourſelyes. He loves Modeſty and Humi- 
lity in all Cafes, eſpecially in reference to himſelf, and 
will rather give the*more, when we preſume, and chal- 
lenge the leſs. 

When the Lord's Prayer is read, I join with ir, and re- 
peat ir, as the Church enjoins; - my very - it, 


ſtirring up my own attention berrer to regarg and mind 
the full and comprehenſive ſenſe of each Perition ; and ' 
to help our Infirmitics, this moſt excellent Prayer is fe- 
veral times uſed, that ſo we may have opportunity to 
recolle, or attend to chat ſenſe of it the ſecond or third 
rime, which by reaſon of the narrowneſs, or diſtraQion 
of our Minds, or the vaſt ſenſineſs of the Prayer itſelf, 
we are notable to mind ſufficiently the firſt time that ir 
was read. 

Indeed 7 very much approve of, and eommend this 
Order of our Church, in requiring thar the People ſhall 
wich their owu Mouths Repert the Confeſſion, Lord's Pray- 
er, Pſalms, Hymns, ar:d other Reſponſes, For by this the 
People are Taughr, thar they are as much concerned in 
the Seryice of God, as the Pricſt, and ought ro bear a 
part in ir. The Peoples being required to Anſwer ſome- 
times, awakens and quickens their Attention and Devo- 
tion, which elſe would be afleep or remiſs, and by rheir 
thus frequently joining in full Senrences, and by faying 
Amen at the end of every Prayer,- they not only hear 
how the Prieſtprays ro Gcd, but make every Prayer and 
Praiſe their own AR and Deed, are attive 1m the Ser- 
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of God; keep up a Senſe of God and Religion more 
in their-own Minds, and ſo may hope to have a Bleſſing 
from God accordingly, Bur in reading the Pſalms, or 
other _— alrernately, 7 not only mind what I read 
myſelf, buras much what the Prieſt-readeth, and apply 
icall ro myſelf, and our. own Caſes, with ſuch a remper 
of Mind as becomes a-Chriſtan, 

Indeed I am very glad, that the Pſalms are ſo much 
uſed, and ſo conſtanely in our, Lirurgy, not only by rea- 
ſon of our Conformity herein with the-Ancient People 
of God,.. the Jews, and the Ancient Church of Chriſt 
in the firſt Ages, but alſo for the Senſineſs and: Deyori- 
on of the Pſalms in general, which may be cafily -and 
properly applied to ourſelves, and to our caſes, it we by 
Zion, Jeruſalem, &c, underſtand our own Church and 

10n, turning ſometimes a Prayer into a Denunciation, 
and an Afertion into a Prayer, as there will be occa- 
ſion, and which will be'very natural and eafic for a truly 
deyoutly diſpoſed Mind to do; as every one.may. ſee, + 
that will but read and uſe Door Patrick's excellent Pa- 

hraſe on the Book of Pſal/ms, But eſpecially I ad- 
nure the Book of Pſalms, for all the Thanksgivings, and 
Praiſes to God in it, that make up the bigger part of 
thar moſt excellent Book, Thanks and Praiſes being 
doubtleſs the moſt acceptable part of Divine Service, 
they being whar we offer ro God for his ſake, not our 
own, they arguing the moſt elevared and well-diſpoſed 
Mind. For the moſt ſelfiſh Man will pray ſometimes, 
and beg a Boon; but pride, ſtubbornneſs, or ingratitude, 
will not ſuffer him to Praiſe, or Thank his BenefaQor. - 
And yet the higheſt of the- Praiſes and Thanks that we 
can give, are both ſtrifly due to us from Gcd, and are . 
all the Returns that we properly can make Him for all 
the innumerable Mercics we receive. from Him, 

When the Leſs are read, I compoſe myſelf with all 
the Attertion and Reſpe& imaginable, as to the Word 
and Meſlage of God himſelf rome, and cannot but admixe 
at, and pity thoſe Men that ſeem mighty attentive at, 
and place much Religion in hearing a Sermon, and yet 
are perte(tly carcleſs art, and ſecm almoſt-co deſpiſe the 
Reading of the Scripture; 1ceing whatever as = y 
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Excellency any Sermon hath, is derived from theſe 
Scriptures; and- that the very beſt Sermons muſt" be 
judged of, and examined by the Scripture, and are ro 
be condemned, if they are ngt conſonant -to ic, And 
tho' I know the Scripture very well already, and know 
before-hand, what will be Read, yet I am never the 
leſs gttentive, For by exa& atrention ic very oiten 
falls out, thar I obſerve ſomewhat from the- Serip- 
rure, whic1 7 had not obſerved before; ar. leaft 1 
IT have my old Notions revived, and as from -God further 
impreſſed on me. And alſo by coming to hear the fame 
things read which 7 knew before, I encourage the more 
Ignorant ro come, and countenance the Publick Service, 
as well as do an A& of Homage and Worſhip to God. 
Therefore / expe not new things to be Taught me ge- 
nerally, either out of the Scripture, or in Sermons, but 
by conſtantly having the fame great Trurhs urged to me, 
I have 4 more exa&t and umform Notion of Religion 
imprinted on me, and my Mind is more inclined and 
worn into a ſuitable compoſure. 

The Hymns berween, and after the Leſſons, 7 join in, 
as I do in the Pſalms, they being all Praiſes of God, 
either for the coming of Chriſt into the World, and be-: 
ing made known tous, when ſo many of the great Men. 
of che World, both formerly, and now, have been ig- 
norant of Him, as in the Magnificat, Benedittus, and- 
Nunc dimittis; or elſe to Praiſe God for that, and all 
other his Mercies in the Te Dew, and other Hymns. And 
ſurely no Man can grudge ſuch a Piece of Service now, 
who hopes that ir will be his Buſineſs and Happineſs to 
do the like to all Erernity. 

With the ſame Deyotion do 7 ſtand up, and rehearſe the 
Creed,with the Prieſt, to evidence my Continuance in the ; 
Faith of Chriſt, of which that isan Epicome, Beſides that: 
to profeſs my Belict in God, and of what He hath Taught, 
is a very acceptable 2 of Service; 1 Honour God by 
it, and make myſelf more Religioully affeted : So thar 


every Command of Religion will have a better effeft on 
me.; for the force of every Command depends on the - 
ruth of the Creed, and is enhanced, as to me, by. a feri- 
ous Refle@tion on my Creed, 


And 


36 Of the Service of God 


And' then with -the Congregation I knee! down alfo, 
and in all things demean myſelf, as the Order of the 
Church requires, and as the reſt of the Congregation. 
doth; the Poſture being in our Church always very pro- 
perly ſuited to the occ-ſjon. And by my bur obſerving 
the Rules of the Church in theſe Caſes, I exerciſe rwo 
Vertues at once, 1ſhew my Peaceableneſs, as well as my 
Deyotion. 

And accordingly at Prayers Tnever fit, but kneel, thar 
being the lowlieſt Poſture, eſpecially in theſe Countries, 
and cannot carry myſelt roo lowly when 7 ſpeak to the 
Great Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, and that nor only 
for others, for our Church and Nation, but for myſelf 
alſo, and for my own Erernal Salvation. 

And though '1n all the Prayers it is not required, nor 
ſuffer'd -that F repeat them- aloud, with, or afrer the 
Prieſt, as in the Confeſſion and Lotd's Prayer ; yer Tfail 
not to go along with him iti my Mind, and generally al- 
ſo to prevent the diſtracticn of my Thoughts, and ro 
faſten and ſecure my Attention, I. even ſpeak the 
Words with my Lips, yer ſo as not to be heard, for that 
would breed diſturbance in the Church, which I always 
rake care religiouſly 'to prevent. And to be fure, Tam 
ready always, at the end,” to anſwer Amen audibly ; for 
i-cacreby keep-my Attention more awake by anſwering 
ſooften, and ſhew T join in all the Prayer that went be- 
fore, and make it my own. 

' Whenany of the Prayers are read, Ithink it not e- 
nough for me to ſay my own Private Prayers, as they are 
Taught ro do in the Church of Rome, bur take care to 
mind, and pray earneſtly for whar the Prayer defirerh ; 
our Service ' being for this end''in our own Language, 
that every Man may underſtand, and-join with the Prieſt, 
And I muſt-nor think, that his Praying for me, or my 
being preſent, will ſuffice me, or do me good, unlefs I 
really with him Pray for pat and orhers. 

And whart is here ſaid of Publick Prayers for others, ex- 
tends alſo ro Thanksgivings, either for general Bleſſings, 
or for particular Mercies to particular Perſons commemo- 
rated, as to Wornen when Churched, or Perſons pers rave 
Sickneſs, &c. For the ſame Chariry that makes me ſo far 
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to make others Concerns my own, as to pray for their 
good, will oblige me a!ſo ro give Thanks to Me God of 
all Mercies, for all the Bicſſings and Benefits He hath be-- 
ſtow'd on them. 

. As T omirno opportunity of going to Church, ſo not 
of receiving the Sacrarrent, and yer I always take moſt 
religicus care to prepare myſelfbetore T come to jr. For 
the frequent Celebration of rhis Hcly Office, is what the 
Church of Chriſt always praQtifed, and cur Church ex- 
pets : And a conſtant ufe of ir, and of Preparation in 
| order to it, I look on as a moſt prudent, if not neceflary 

means, to counterbalance the conſtant Sollicirations and 

Temptations of Life. And by ſuch a conſtancy I both 

Honour and Obey God, and keep my own Devotion 

warm, and by the bleffing of God, ſhall make Piety, and 

Gocdneſs even cuſtomary and habitual ro me, which ts 

the greateſt Bleſſing ſurely of which we are capable in 

this Life. I look on it indeed, as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, and therefore of- all things in this Lite 
dread being Excommunicated, or debarred from coming 
to it; Excommunication, when ir proceeds on juft Ground 
being, as Tertulljan calls it, an earneſt or foretaſie of the Ia 

Fudgment and Condemnation there; and therefore I take 
care neither by Hereſie, Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, nor yet by 
any contempt of Aurhority, orof che Ecelctiaſtical Courts, 
ro have it pronounced againſt me ; for to ſay no more, 
I think no wiſe Man would willingly come under the fu- 

ſpicion of ſo great and intollerable an Evil, or have it on 
. any account inflicted on him. 

But tho' Tlook thus on the Sacrament as the moſt hol 
Office of our Religion, as a holy thing which Chriſt hark 
lefr ro be remembred by, as tt were to ſupply, and ro 
make up the loſs of his Bodily Preſence, and to the due 
receiving of which Chriſt hath promiſed unvaluable Blef- 
. ſings, it being called by the name of his Body and Blood, 

yer ſtill I know it is but-Bread and Wine, that there is 
no Tranſubftantiation, the very Body of Chriſt that hung 
on the Croſs being in Heaven, and nor here, ir bei 
againſt che Truch of Chriſt's Narural Body, that itſho 

be in more places than one at the ſame rime. And on this 
account I Worſhip nor che Sacrament, or what appears 

: ro 
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to my Eyes, . but God and Chriſt in my Mind : As I re- 
ckon notahe Celebration of the Sacrament to be art all 
a Propiriatory Sacrifice, my hopes. being only in the Me- 
rits of that Sacrifice. of Chriſt on the Croſs, which was 


once Offered, as St. Paul ſays, to take away our fins, of 
which this is only a Commemoration. | 


I am conſtant alſo art all Sermons in. my own Pariſh, |; 


and when 1 can conveniently, ofren at Sermons in other 
neighbouring, Churches, when we have none in our own, 
and hope to receive good by ther, they being patt of 
the ordinary Means which God hath appointed tor my 
Inſtruftion, and therefore am very Atrentive as to the 
Explication of that Word of God, by obeying of which. 
I hope to be Saved. But yet I never ſuffer the Sermon or 
my love to it, to juftle out, or underyalue the Prayers, or 
the Sacrament, theſe being more properly the Service of 
God, and As of Dewtim, than rhat. For Prayers, and 
Praiſes, and the Sacrament, are direfted to God, have a 
dirett relation to him ; but Sermons are eſpecially in re- 
ference to myſelf, and for my own Information, and 
therefore mult ield to the other, as the Means are leſs 
noble than the End. Beſides alſo, the Scriptures being 
read. have more Authoricy than a Sermon, and are more 
neceſfary, and ſhould be minded accordingly., And it is 
the ſame thing to meqwhether the Parſon read his Sermon, 
or Preach without reading. Alchough I muſt needs ſay, 
there is hardly any one Man in the World but will ſpeak 
better, and more uſeful Senſe premeditately than ex tempore ; 
and tho' he that ſpeaks ex tempore may ſpeak with more 
hear, yer he- that writes down what he ſays 

ſpeak with more Conſiſtency ; and if we look on a Ser-, 


mon to be any way in reference to God, ſurely it oughr-_ 


to be as ſenſy and conſiſtent as we can frame it, And I re- 
ckon that every Man that may be exceeding uſeful in the 
Church, hath not ſuch a preſence of Mind, fluency of 

eſfions, or grace of Delivery, as is requiſite in a po- 
pular Preacher ; and yet there 1s ſcarcely any Man. fo 
good. at extempore Preaching, but will ſpeak not only with 
more conſiſtency and weight, but alſo will be gui oy of 
leſs Impertinences and Improprieties, if he write down 
his Sermqns than if he do not: and I am,gaught to. 


mind © 


is like ro } 
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mind always the Senſe of a Sermon, more than- rhe 
biſe and Tone with which ir is ſpoken, and I defire rather 
{to have my Reaſon convinc'd and Judgmenr informed, 
{than my Paſſions and AﬀeQions raifed by the moſt 
JElcquenr and Pathetical Harangue. 

As to Baptiſm, I am taughr the abſolute neceſſity of 
Fir, where ir can be had, we being by ir admitred mto 
the number of Chriſt's Diſciples, made part of his Body, 
and have a ſhare in a!l the Prayers for, and Bleffing to 
his Church. And therefore I rake a moſt religious care 
char my Children be Baprtiſed as foon as conveniently 
they can. Bur I bring them to Church, and ſuffer them 
not to be Bapriſed ar heme, unleſs in caſe of utmoſt 
extremity. For as I think that Pubhck Service oughr 
ro be preferred before Private, ſo I think rhere is no 
Office, or part cf Religious Service that more neceſſari- 
ty requires to be Publick, chan this of Bapriſm, the 
Child being by ir ſolemnly admirred into the Church of 
Chriſt, of which” the whole Cores are to be 
witneſſes, and all their Prayers being defired in the be- 
halt of him. And when any one 1s Baptized, I both 
pur my ſelf in mind of my own Duty, as Chriſtian; and 
examine my ſelf how I have kept my Vow of Baptiſm ; 
and how carefully I have pertormed my promiſe and 
Dury towards thoſe Children in whoſe name we an- 
ſwered as Godfathers ; and alſo devoutly and heartily 
( as the Church 'reacheth) pray that this Child ma 

have Grace to live ſome way agreeable to rhis holy Reh- 
| gion, into which he is now admitted. 

I am glad alſo to affiſt ar the. Catechizing of Children, 
and think it no time loſt to have che Fundametals of our 
Religion repeated over 1n the Catechiſm. For it _by 
them that I, as well as the Children, can be ſaved. 
And I think it a mighty advantage to have the whole 
Jum, and ſubſtance, nor of one Text of che Scriprure, 
or of one point, bur of all Scripture, and of whole 
CKriftianiry dilivered at once, as it is in the Catechiſm. 
And ir will naturally pur ſeveral chings into my mind, 
which either I did not mind before, or had forgot, And 
{o I ſhall alfo benefir my ſelf as well as countenance Re- 
ligion, and the Publick Service, and encourage the Chil- 
dren, and do them good, I 
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I omit not to bring my own Children, or God 
children, as: ſoon as they are about. 11 or 12 y 
old, to be Confirmed by the Biſhop, '( having firſl 
taught them their iſm, and the defizn of Con 
firmation ) for by ſo doing I obey the Church, ſhe 
my own Religious care, make ſome good impreſſion; 
on the Childrens minds, as to Religion, and put then 
- yon ok their Vow of BR, and the necefſit 
© orming it, and Ihope I ger further a great 
deal of good for = Child, For hs Prayers — 
good man for another are very available ; and therefore 
much more thoſe of Perſons ſo highly Commiſſionated b 
God as our Biſhops are, who not only Pray for, but 
alſo are impowered to Bleſs in God's name. And 1 
have much Reaſon, to hope that God will hearken to 
them, and grant whar they pray for, and make good, 
and fulfil what by their Bleſſing us in God's name, they 
give us ground to hope for. 

When the Banns are publiſhed in the Church, or 
People art Married, I am ſo far from making it a mat- 
rer of ſport, as _ do, that it ſtirs me up to pray 
for. a Bleſſing. ftrom God on them 4 and ir at the ſame 
time puts me in. mind of my own Vow and Promiſe-in 
Marriage, how TI have performed it; and I make ir alſo 
an occaſr,n of a freſh engagement in my ſelf ro keep 
it ſtritly. For tho' I look not on Matrimony as a $4- 
crament, yer I look on it as the moſt ſolemn Engage- 
ment among Men, and Sacred, as being a. Vow made 
before God, as witneſſed ro betore men, and in a cafe of 
the greateſt moment in this Life : And therefore in 
all reſpetts a proper occaſion for: ſeriouſneſs and de- 
yotion. 

When the Sick are mentioned in the Church to be pray- 
cd for, I pray tor them heartily (as I would orhers ſhould 
pray fer me, if I were in the like caſe) nct abſolutely rhar 
they ſhould recover, but if it be God's Will, and if t Þ 
will be moſt for God's Glory, and for their Good ; 
that God will give them Paticnce and Thankfulneſs, 
and make borh rheir-ſickneſs, and death ic ſelf, when 
ever it ſhall happen, a real Bleffing ro them. 

And I make uſe of theſe Prayers for the Sick to be inſtan- 
© cesto my ſelt of my own Mortality, and Arguments with 
my 
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in Publick. 4t 
my ſelf to prepare for Death, which I know is 
ad for all men. And hence I go to Viſte the Sick 
that are of. my Acquainrance, borh ro comfort chem, 
and give them Re advice, and alſo ro work upon my 
ſelf, and I apply. ro my {elf what I fay, or I hear 
others to ſay to them, concerning reir Sickneſs and 
Dearh ; and eſpecially when I am Sick I ſend for the 
Parſon of my Pariſh to aſſiſt me, and counſet me, to 
pray for -me, and guide me, and to put me in mind 
of ſeveral things in order ro my deparrure hence, which 
elſe 7 ſhould torger. For always People need moſt ad- 
vice in their own caſes, eſpecially when of ſo grear Im. 
portance; for they are too apt to be partial, and fa- 
vourable ro themſelves. And hence: 7 make no fſcru- 
ple ro Confeſs; if nor particulariries, yet the | ar 
nature of. my Sins, eſpecially choſe of the deepeſt 
dye , and thar lye hardeſt on my Conſcience. For 
it 7 be in earneſt ro have ſuch fins pardon'd, Re- 
ligious Prudence will oblige me to rake all poſſible 
care that I may throughly underſtand the ſtate in 
which I am, and the danger of my Condirion,/ and my 
ſureſt method in order to a Pardon and Cure ; and 
all chis 7 may beft hope for from God's Miniſter 
who both loves me, and is moſt likely ro Judge moſt 
unprejudicedly of me, hath a particular concern - in me, 
and for me, and is by God impower'd, and enabled ro 
aſſiſt and help'me, For thele and che like Reaſons, 
I think ir nor ſufficient iro be prayed for in the Church 
when I am Sick, but 7 deſire "2 ro be Viſited, 
and nor only to- Examine myſelt, but alſo re ſubmit to 
another's Examinarion and Direion, bur {till am ſenfi- 
ble char ir is my own Repenting that 1s required in or- 
der rothe pardon of my S1ns, elſe his 4bſolution will f1g+ 
nifie noching, 

And all chefe Parrs of Religious Service, 7 am fo far 
from ſlighting or undervaluing, becauſe they are pre- 
ſcribed, and we commanded to uſe theſe Words, and 
no other, that Tlike them much the betrer, For as far 
as can find, fince Miracles ceaſed, there always was a 
Frm of Prayer and Service preſcribed, and it never was 
left ro every Clergy-Man to ſay what Prayers, and = 
what 


” Fake . 
# = 
cad 
< 
l ”"Y 
. - 
42, 


= - Þ 
FY2 + Ts "> "Ay 7 : 
. "> =» 
Mas. 
by 


Of the Service of God 
what'Form of Service he pleaſed, much leſs was an & 
_ Prayer © Gcd 41 Publick ever approved-of, For 

2s the Ind<cency* rhat will be often committed in 
Extemporary Prayers (which turely ought to be prevented 
if we can, when we Addrels ourſelves ro the Infinite: 
Majeſty ot Heaven and Earth in behalt of his Church, as 
well as on the concerns ofour own Souls,) ir ſpeaks reſpe&t 
roGod, when we take all pcffible care, that nothing bur 
what 1s well weigh'd be offer'd ro him. A preſcribed 
Form alſo is the only way to keep up Uniformiry among 
ourſelves. And ſeeing whatever is fit for us to ask in 
Publick, is known ſufficiently, why ſhould not the Ex- 
prefſions to be uſed on ſuch occaſions he defined alſo ? 
If the Matter be known, Why ſhould not the Words 2? 
Beſides that, ir is an caſe to my Mind, when I know be- 
fore-hand what Tam to join in. And I confeſs there are 
very few Men, with whole extempore Prayers 1 would wil- 
lingly join. In extempore Prayers alſo it is roo often found; 
that he that Prays, will often more expreſs and-vent his 
own private- Thoughts and Paſſions, than the deſires, 
and ' wants of his Congregarion, and the Church; all 
which are things utrerly to be avoided in all Religious. 


And ſeeing a Preſcribed Firm in' general, is on 
many Accounts thus expedient, or necet{ary in Publick : 
i think nothing can be objetted againſt our Liturgy, ei- 
ther for the Matter, *or tor the Frame, and Compoſure Of 
ir, Forit 1s, for irs Matter, exaQtly agreeable to Scripture, 
and the Genius of our Religion; nothing prayed tor, or 
done, bur what (as far as we can learn of his Will by 
Scriprure) is acceptable ro thar Great GOD, 'whem alone 
we lerve, and. pray to: And for the Compoſwe of our 
Lirurgy, it is in every thing ſuch, as Publick Devcrions 
ought to be, and ſo exattly afrer che ancient patrern, * 
hrred with Reſponſes, Hymns, Prayers, Thankſgivings, 
Scriptures read, Sermons preach'd, Sacraments adm1- 
niſtred, and all other Occaſional Religious Ofhces per- 
formed, that I cannot but admire it, and muſt pro- 
tels my wonder and aſtoniſhment, that any perſons 
ſhould really either diſlike, or flighe it. - 

But 7 will not now ftay to vindicate the ſeveral 
parts of it, from the Objettions brought hats =: 
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> Of the Service of God 
but refer all-Men ro what the Judicious Mr. ZHboker 
written on this SubjeR, in his Eccleſiaſtical Polity. 

And our Church hath not defined 
and Cc poſitively what ſhall be done by 
particular Man on either the Feaſt, or Faſt-days, 
JF feeing ſhe harh fer aparr ſuch days for thoſe pu 
i chink my ſelf bound to have a particular reſpe& to 
them. | 

And accordingly... I make. uſe of the Feaft-days, nor 
only in joyning with . the Congregation in the Pray- 
ers appointed chat day, bur alſo in thanking God 
in private for all Mercies, and particularly for the 
Mercy commemorated, in ſerving God more that day 
than cy and endeayouring particularly by my 
Charity 'to do more good, and by a prudent demean- 
our of my ſelf ro. encourage both Thankfulnefs in m 
-ſelf, Friendſhip in the World, and Piery * rowards 


God, | 
The Faſt-days alſo I reſpet with ſome kind of de- 
nial of my ſelf, as ro my uſual, and lawful liberty 
in Meat and Drink ; and this without affeRation, or 
making a noiſe, or- placing Religion in the kind of 
Meat and Drink, And Falting being in Scripture pre- 
ſcribed, I cannor think ir an improper .merhod for 
the ſubduing of Sin in us, And ſeeing ir is ne- 
cef{ary, and ſuppoſed in Scripture, that we Faſt ſome- 
tim:s, all reafon and peaceableneſs, as well as obedi- 
ence, will cafily determine me to thar rime which the 
, Church ſhall appoint. Bur ftill 1 take -care that my 
Faſting neither pur me our of humor, nor make me to 
be pecviſh, or conceired in my ſelf, nor cenſure other 
men, leſt I make my good to be evil ſpoken of, and ſo 
loſe the benefit of 1t. , 
[n ſhort, I am ſtrily Regular according to the Rules 
of the Liturgy, and Command of the Church of England 
in her Canons, and I wiſh all Men were even as I, and 
piry them that are nor, and pray to God that they that 
are otherwiſe minded, may be convinced, and ſee their 
Errour. - I thank God who hath given me ſo good an 
underſtanding in my duty, and hope by my ſteddineſs 
and good remper to prevail with others, Bur yer I fur- 
E bear 
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bear judging or condemning all that do not exaftly as 1 
do, or that agree not with me in all theſe things, which 

are hot-Fundamentals, yer are ſuch things as 
on which the flouriſhing of Religion, and the peace of | 
the Church do very much depend. For I conſider. ſorue || 
great prejudices may lie on their minds which may in 
ime be 


ume that they be in ſome involuntafy } 
miſtakes which may be corr ; and as I have an op- 
portunity, and as becomes the nature cf my 275 in the 
World, I will endeavour to correR.- Bur ſtill I do nor 
fo much attend to other Mens Scruples, as to be by them 
deterred from my own duty, nor provoked to cenſure 
and condemn them ; for our Holy Religion profeſſed 
in this Church, teacheth me to take care of my own Pra- 
tice, bur nor raſhly ro condemn other Men, For I can 
makemore excuſes for others, than I can for my ſelf : 
and for me to be wanting in any part of Service, er Cere- 
mony, 1 may juſtly think may be a greater faulr, than for 
who perhaps know not, or mind nor ſo much 
che Reaſon and Conſequence of being ſtriftly regular. Ar 
leaſt I am ſure that their being guilry of a faulr, will not 
excuſe me, it T a& the ſame; and every Man ſhall ſtand 
or fall ro his own Maſter. And I am fure it more be- 
comes an humble and private Chriſtian ro look after his 
own Adtions, than to be ſharp in ſpying out, or ſevere 
in cenſuring the Carriage of others. 


CHAP. V. 
Of Additions to the Faith. 


Reckon the*- Doftrine taught and profeſſed in this 
Church, and the Way and Method of Divine Service 
uſed and praftiſed, to be ſufficient ro Salyation ; 
and that as there is nothing oo rhat is —_— 
or-ſyperfluous, (the Romaniſts themſelves co ning 
nothing that we ch as neceſſary, bur owning it all to 
be firand good ;) ſo-alſo I thihk there's nothing want- 
ing, or ient, that there is no neceſſary or uſetul Arti- 
cle of Faith that is not ia this Church expreſly owned, 
no 
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Of Additions to the Faith. 45 
no Duty towards God, or Man, that is not according to 
the Rules of this Church raught, and prattiſed. And there- 
fore whatever is further urgd as neceſlary -ro Salvation, 
or is required of me in order to Church-Communion, I 
cannot but think eicher falſe or unneceſſary. 
And on this ground I muſt dilown the beliefof the In- 
 fallibiliry of che Biſhop or Church of Rome," or fſub- 
je&tion to them, to be neceſſary in order to'Church-Com- 
munion or $alvation : Though the' Romaniſts preſs this 
as the firſt thing neceſſary, For as to the Pope's Infallibi- 
liry, I cannot think that the good and wiſe God ſhould 
- eicher have appointed any one Man, or any ſet number 
of Men, as an Infallible Jakes, and Interpreter of his 
will, ro whom we muſt attend and obey, reſigning up 
our judgment and reaſon, and yer never tell us where 
this Man or number of Men is to be found ; whereas 
ſurely this ought ro have been of all chings the moſt 
plain , and frequently urged in Scripture; Ir ought _to 
ve been as. viſible there, as that God is One, or as-thar 
fu is Chriſt, Nay indeed methinks Scriprzre ſhould 
ave told us nothing elſe, but where to find this Infallible 
Judge, and how to obey him. For all other Precepts and 
ules of Scripture, muſt certainly be ſome derogation to 
the Power and Authority of this Infallible Guide, 

And ſeeing this Infallibility cannot be made out, nor 
ſhewn in whom ir doth refide (for even they of the Ro- 
man Communion cannor agree where to place it: and all 
other Chriſtians utrerly diſown it.) How can it be a ne- 
ceſkary Point in order to Salvation ro ſubmit to- the Bi- 
* ſhop of Rome, or receive, and praftiſe whatever he tells 
us we ought to receive and prattiſe? For he may be mi- 
ſtaken, as well as other Men. And 1 think it is very evi- 
denr, that unleſs ir be on account of his Infallibiliry, we 
in England owe him no more obedience, or ſervice, than 
we owe to any other good and Chriſtian Biſhop: Nor do 
we owe him 1o much reſpe&, as we owe to our own Bi- 
ſhop for it is certain that we belong not to his Tempo» 
ral, nor to his Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdion, 

Andrill they of rhe Church of Rome, from their own 
Example, ſhew us which is this Infallible Judge, and 
what uſe he is of, by putting an 4 to their own Divi- 

2 ſions, 
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ſions, and Controverſies, I ſhall certainly conclude, tharIi 
they do nor believe themſelves when they ſay, He is 
ſomewhere among them. Or at leaſt, if he | be among 
them,. he had as good: not have been there, for he is c 
no uſe or benefir tro them ; much lefs can we believe ir 
ro Salvation to own his Authority and Infallibi- 
liry. Particularly let them make the Council of Trent to be 
—_— _—__ and its Authorit woto there 
and yer if an Infallible Judge ever prere ro appear 
Lame chem, it was fat Council whi made 4s 
Creed, and new Religion :) But we e Authority 
of that Council 1s utterly diſown'd in France, and nothing 
—_ of as decreed by that Council, Let them, by 
e help of this*Infallibility, end, and decide all the 
great and dividing Queſtions among their own Members; 
Let them reſolve and ſatisfie the Quietiſts now at Rome it 
ſelf, Determine the Diſpures berween, and Reconcile the 
Folines and Janſeniſts ; we ſhall nor elſe think it isout of 
oveto us, or ro Truth, - that ur rell us of this Infallibi- 
ty, bur for ſome other, and bad Defigns on us, at leaſt 
I cannot ſee how they can expe& that we ſhould own 
and acknowledge it. For if they really had ſuch an excel- 
Jent rhing among them, I do believe that they love 
themſelves ſo well, that they would apply it to-the Cure 
of rheir own pe Di pq and 4 and 
will never perſuade us they have ir, till they firſt 

oy uſe it thus towards themſelyes. ney | 
And if it be nor on prerence of Infallibility, that they 
reckon it neceſſary for us ro be jn Communion with the 
Biſhop of Rome, I cannot ſee haw they can on any other ' 
account plead it neceſſary that we ſhould be ſubje& ro him. 
For I cannot think it poſſible that God ſhould make obe- 
dience to any hymane thing, to be thefirſt thing nedeſſa- 
" inorder to Heaven, IS humane Authority di- 
int from that Regal Authority under which I was born, 
and to which I owe Subjeftion, according to both S, Pe- 
fer's and S. Paul's Command'; much lefs that all the 
World ſhould be ſubje& ro one Man, and much lefs yer 
that this ſhould be, and yet God Almighty never rell us 
in Scripture where this Univerſal Monarch ſhould reſide. 
And yet they may talk what they will, it is not _ Be- 
| eving 
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Of Additions to the Faith: 47 
lieving agreeably to true Chriſtianity, and for the faving 
of our Souls, that they would have us ſubmur ro them, 
v and own their- Infallibility ; it is not out of love to Truth, 
or to us, that they ar all defire our Converſion, as they 
call ir, bur ir is for the love of our Money, and that they 
may domineer the more over our Eftates, and Purſes, as 
well as our.Conſciences. And hence it 1s that che Conver- 
fion of England is.at this day fo little regarded and pros 
moted at. Rome." For the.Pope and Cardinals are old Men, 
and they ſay, that we bong very obftinare, there is no 
hopes e bo any good ſhould - be done with us-in their 
days ; and if ever we ſhould be Converted, we ſhould 
bring no Money to them, we ſhall nor be fleeced in their 
times, and they are not much concern'd for thoſe that 
will come after them. They may ſpend Money on us, to 
ſend, and maintain. Men ro Convert us, but they ſhall 
receive.no Money from us. Thus, they argue, and talk 
freely at Rome. And this is one, if' not the main reaſon, 
thar the Pope and Cardinals are ſo backward, .co preſs 
our Conyerſion, eſpecially when they conſiderart the ſame 
| | time, that the Men chietly imployed in our Converſion, 
are Jeſuices, of. whom even the Pope, and all che wife 
Italians, are both atraid, and aſhamed, Rn they 
wonder at us, of all Men in the World, that we ſhould 
at all think of embracing that Religion, which they thar 
know ir beſt, and ger moſt Money by, are my of, and 
going to throw off; almoſt all the Learned and Ingenious 
Romans, that care for any Religion, being Quieti/ts, and 
co ently no Admirers of the exerciſe of Religion 
according to preſent Popery. Thus the Wiſe Italians 
think and argue ; and yer ſurely if there be Infallibility in 
the Romiſh Church, ir is amung them, and they are 
neareſt to it. And if any here plead, (as ſome I know 
have. the Impudencec to do,) that there are no Diviſzone 
. at Rome concerning Quieti/m, o_— as ſoon perſuade 
thar they are all Yirtuous there, ere is ho Vice, or- 
that the Pope neither is, nor never was there; and I will 
undertake to detend all this too as well as Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. And if there happen ſuch another Pope ro ſucceed 
this Fope in his Enmity againſt the Jeſuits, I ſee nor why 
the. Jeſyi 
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43 . Of Additions to the Faith. 
Pope is not ar Rime, but at Paris, or where they pleaſe, } * 
For Park is as often called the Seat of Sr. Peter, and the} 
Infallible Chair, as Rome is called ſo in the New Teſta-Jj 
mant; and I believe it is as evident from Eccleſiaſtical} 
Hiſtory that St. Peter fate 25 years Biſhop in one City, 
as 1n the other, 
And as thus I cannot belieye either the Infallibilicy. of 
the Biſhop of Rome to be true, or ſubje&ion to him to be 
to Salvarion: So nor cah I think the other Ad- 
ditions that he hath made to the Creed, to be parts of 
_ Chriſtianity, much leſs to be neceſſary to be belie- 
y . 
All the ContradiQtions that a Man can reckon up, per- 
haps, may be as reconcileable, as the Dofrine of Tranſub- 
Nantiation. And the Chriſtian Religion being by our Savi- 
our, and the Apoſtles, recommended to our Reaſon, 1t is 
not poſſible bur they muſt give us leave ro make uſe of 
our Reaſon in judging of rhe ſeveral parts of this Religion. 
For, tho' where we Contemplate on any thing that en- 
trencherh on Infinity, weare ſenſible our Reaſon is at a 
Joſs, and we ſubmit to Revelation without more ado (for 
ſo if we Contemplate bur on the Extenſien of the material 
World, whether it be Infinite, or no; or on the Diviſi- 
bility of matter, whether ir can be into Infinite parts or 
no; or of the Arte and Poſt duration of the World, or 
Time, whether it was forie-ro havea Beginning, 
or End, or no; whether there can be an Infinire Num- 
ber, or.no, 9c.) In all theſe kinds of Queſtions, tho* on- 
Iy concerning Natural things, yet we muſt confeſs our 
Reaſon to be purzled; nd ſo whar concerns the 
Attributes, and of Ged, if there be any thing a- 
bove our Reaſon raughr us in Scripture, it is not the fault 
of Religion, but of our own Minds, and their Incapacity, 
thar we do nor comprehend ir, (it all concerns Infinity, 
which we are unable ro comprehend, or treat of ;) But 
that there ſhould be ſuch Difficulties, and Contraditions 
in our Apprehenſions of a' thing fo entirely liable ro our 
Senſes, as a piece of Bread is, one would not ſuſpeR. 
Indeed if che Church of Rome had told us, there are an 
infinite number of parts of matter in that Bread, we mighr 
have yielded ro them, But for them to tell us chat thereare 
Fi 
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an infinite number of Bodies of Men, and all ſix foot long, 
in a piece of Bread of an Inch long, and all this. in- 
finire number of Bodies in this one lump, to be but one 
Body whilſt ic is alrogether, and all theſe Millions of 
Bodies that are on Earth to be not different from, bur 


'the fame wich one another, and with rhar One Glorifi- 


ed Body that is in Heaven; That ar the Conſecration that 
Body comes down from Heaven, tho' it ſtir not at all; 
Thar ir is Eaten by every one that receives the Sacrament, 
and yer continues to be Eaten by thouſands of 0- 
thers ſtill; Thar ir neither nouriſherh as fleſh, nor hath 
any property of Fleſh according ro themſelves, tor ic 
may be eaten in Lent, that it is real fleſh, cho' no fleſh, 
appear, ahd that there is no Bread, tho*' only Bread ap- 
pear ; that when it is mouldy, or caten by Rats and Mice, 
thar neither Bread nor Flcſh is mouldy, or caten by theſe 


»*Rats and Mice: All theſe, and innumerable more Con- 


traditions are contained in this DoQrine of Tranſubſtanti- 
ation. Befides that this Doftrine, as taught in the Church 
of Rome, is contrary alfo ro Scripture, which calls ic 
Bread when it is caten, 1 Cor. 11. Let a Man examine 
himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread ; and in many 0- 
ther places. 

But now if after all it ſhould be true, that Chriſt ſhould 
be in the Sacramenr, as the Papiſts _ ; yer our Rea- 
ſonand Senſes ſo fully informing us the contrary, and 
our Saviour having no where bid us lay afide our Reaſon 
or. Senſe in this caſe, but He himſelf even after his Reſur- 
reion appealing ro the Reaſon and Senſe of Sr. Thomas 
for-the verity of his Fleſh and Bones, we may be ſure 
that he would excuſe our Unhelief when. we have ſo ma- 
ny Arguments againſt it, and nothing for ir, bur one 
ſmgle expreſſion, which is undoubtedly Figurative as to 
the Cup, for he calls it Cup, inſtead of Wine in the Cup; 
and we may juſtly. think it is ſo Figurative as to the - 
Bread, when he calls it his Body, For the Eaſtern Nations, 
and Eſpecially the Fews, very much uſe ſuch Figurative 
Expreſſions ; and-our Saviour elſewhere calls himſelf the 
True Vine, the Way, the Door, which no man certainly ever 
underſtood ina literal Senſe. Bur eſpecially the Church of 
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ro that which appears under- the form of Bread: 
and Wine, We are infinitely the moſt ſafe in paying 
it no Divine. Honours, becauſe we have all the rea- 
ſon'in the World to' believe, it is nothing but, Bread 
and Wine. And if it fhould be as the Papiſts ſuppoſe, 
we may be ſure Chriſt would excuſe us, it we Worſhip- 
him, and Pray to him as in Heaven fitting at the Righr- 
Hand of God,  tho' we take no notice of him here, where, 
according to themſelves, he appears bur ar beſt imcognito, 
and hath no where commanded to be Worſhipped as 
Corporally preſene there : And God declares himſelf a 
xalous Godas to his Worſhip; and therefore if he ſhould 
not be there in Body, they cannot deny but they com- 
mit flar Idolatry, And yet the Worſhi ping of the Hoſt, 
as they call it, is of all things che moſt ſtrictly enjoyn'd, 
and infiſted on, as if there were no danger ar all of giv- 
ng God's Glory to another, and provoking His Jealouſle, - 
And yer according to the Papiſts themſelves, the Eleva- 
Zion of the Hoſt, and the Worſhipping of it by the People, 
harh been bur lately Ordained in the Church of Rome ir 
ſelt ; and ir is nor to this day PraQtifed in all the Eaſtern 
Churches; and the appointing a Feaſt for it, called the 
Feaſt of God, and the Worſhipping it, when carricd in 
Proceſſion, or to a ſick Perſon, is of later date. 

For the ſame Reaſon alſo I am very ſhy of ufing any 
Image 1n Divine Worſhip ; For I cannot but think thar 
Images were forbidden the Fews in the Second Com- 
mandment, and are forbidden us ſtill. And tho' the 
Church of Rome pretends that they are Aſſiſtances to De- 


votion, I cannot but think them to be rather hindrances, } 


and diſtraftions. And that a Man muſt be very ſenſual, 
and immerſed in matter, whom an Image will aſſiſt in 
his Appehenfions of God, or make to be more devoutly 
aftefted rowards him. Iam ſure they are an inſufferable 
offence to both Jews and Turks, and make them ſo averſe 
ro Chriſtianity, that there is no hopes of Converting them. 
And yer no Man can fay that the Worſhip of them is ar 
all neceſſary, and all muſt grant they may be intolerably 
abuſed, as we find by the old Teſtament they were, and 
irom the Pradtice of the Heathen, both of old, and ſtill 
And tho' the Learned Men in the Church of Reme ny 
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have better Notions of things, yer it is to be feared that. 
the Common People do perform the ſame Worſhip to them, 
thar the Heathen did to their Images. And if i oy 
only puts People in mind of the Perſon ; Why d 
- the Image of the Virgin Mary at Loretto be more cſteem'd. 
than any other? For.I cannot fancy it 1s moze like the. 
Virgin Mary , who certainly was. no Blackamore, There-, 
fore by their running thus ro,one Image, rather than an- - 
other, they muſt neceſſariÞ®think, that there is ſome. 
Holineſs in the n_ themſelves, ſome Divine Verrue-.- - 
reſident in them, which is the Notion, in which the Hea-. 
thens looked on, and Worſhipped their Images : And: - 
God himſelf hath ſaid, He is a Jealous God, eſpecially. - 
concerning.Images, inthe Second Commandment, whictt. 
the Church of Rome.1s ſo ſenſible of, that rhey ſuffer.nor 
their People ro- Read, or Learn that Commandment, leſt. -: 
they ſhould boggle at the Worſhip of Images. 

Nor do I think much better of the Prayers which they. 
make, and the Worſhip they pay to Saints departed,.. ©. 
. _— theſe are not dead nl ſcafleks, as the Images are.. . 
For the very Praying to them at all times, in all places,- 
and on all occaſions, argues that they .muſt own ſome. 
kind/ of Omniſcience and Omnipreſence in the Saints. For þ. 
elſe how can'the Saints hear us, where-ever we are? And. - 
all Religious Prayer being a part of Divine Honour, we 
think it roo much to beafcribed to a Creature, eſpecially 
when they pray to a Sainr, not only to. Pray for them, 
bur to give them all Bleſſings, Spiritual and Temporal, 
for Protetion from all Enemies, Ghoſtly, and Bodily, - 
from all Evils at Sea, and Land : By fo doing they at-, 
cribe a kind of Ormmipotency to the Saint alſo, 

And tho' they do grant, that the Saint gets theſe good 
_ for them of Ged,yer they are beholden to the Saint, 
elſe chey thinkGod would not have given them. And there- 
fore tho' chey own God to be the Original Author, yer - 
they look on the Saint, as the immediate Donor, ro whom 
they are immediately and eſpecially obliged. And atrer 
all rhis, they cannor but grant, that there is no neceſſicy 
of praying to a Saint. For they can as well, at the fame 
rime Pray ro God himſelf, who, they are ſure, hears 
them, and can help them, and who will be ſo far from 
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raking it ill, rhat He expedts to be Pray'd to by us, and is 
called in the Scripture, the God that heareth Prager. | 

Bur tho' God 15 ſo willing to be pray'd to by us, yer 
ftill there are ſome Prayers which I cannot think that he 
1s much pleaſed withall; And that is Prayers for the Dead, - 
which are ſo conſtantly offered up, and make a conſide- 
Fable part of the Devorions of the Church of Rome. For 
whatever Inſtances are in the Primitive Church of 
Prayers for the Dead, wereuly either Evidences of their 
Belief of the Souls living after Dearh, which they though 
proper to inculcate, and by this means to Evidence in a 
Heathen World; or elſe were Arguments of their own 
abundant Charity, and of the Imperfed State as ro Hap- 
pinefs, in which they ſuppoſed the beſt Men ro be till 
rhe General Reſurreftion ; bur ir is evidenr, they had no 
knowledge of rhoſe Purgatory Pains, which are now the . 
only occaſion of the Prayers for the Dead in the Church 

of Rome, And accordingly they pray'd only for the Beſt 
/ Yeople, for ſuch of whofe Salvation and _— there 

was no doubt, as the Virgin Mary, and Apoſtles ; which 
is direftly contrary to the preſent Dofrine and praftice 
of the Church of Rome. 

And tho' the Ancients, on ſome miſtaken Notions, 
concerning the Stare of the Soul, did ſometimes thus Pray 
for the Souls of good Men, yer ſeldom or never for the 
Souls of bad Men, Nor did they make that ill uſe of it, 
that is now made in the Roman Communion, For now 
In the Church of Rome, norhing is ſo cafily ſecured, as 
Exernal Salvation, the Abſolution of a Prieſt being ſuffi- 
cient for thar. Therefore all that any Man need fear, is 
only the Puniſhment of Purgatory; and to pray for their 
deliverance thence, is half the buſineſs of their ſurviving 
Friends, and the Purchaſe perhaps of half their Eſtates. 
But if the Juſtice of God would nor paſs by, or forgive 
this Temporal Puniſhment, as they call it, before the 
Perſon's Death, and whilſt he might amend, and be made 
better by the uſe of the means of Grace, how 'can we 
think that God ſhould pardon him now, ſeeing there is 
no hope of his growing better ? I cannor indeed ſo much 
wonder that the Church now ſhould be glad ro have this 
Opinion prevail among the People ; but Iadmire = "= 
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People, of indeed any that love Truth, ſhould rely, or des 
parton it, eſpecially ſeeing there is not one word in 

iprure to encourage this Opinion, nor one Inſtance 
of prayer for the-Dead; not any ſuppoſition of any Fire 
inthe other World, but that which never (hall be quenched ; 
nothing but vehement Exhortations to work while it is 
called to day, before the Night of death comes, when no man 
can work; altogether another kind of merhod of Salvati- 
on, than is now Taught and PraQtiſed in the Church of 
Rome. 

T mighr alſo infiſt on many other Articles, and ſhew 
them to be Inovations, or Additions to the Faith, as of rhe 
Seven Sacraments, Traditions, Sacrifice of the Maſs, Com- 
munion in one kind, Indulgences, aſcribing ſuch vertue to 
Inſticutions of their own, viz. 4 Mona Fel Life, Holy Wa- 
ter, Croſſing themſelves, their Dofrine of Merit, and Su- 
pererogation, of the Pope's power to depoſe Princes, abſolve 
Subjets from their Allegiance, (which I perſuade my ſelf, 
Sr. Peter would never have pretended to) of the lawful- 
neſs of breaking their Faith with Hereticks;, and eſpecially, 
ſeeing they of the Church of Rome infiſt on theſe, as the 
very Foundation of Religion, and will promiſe you Salva- 
tion, if you do bur own, and profeſs theſe, fer your Life _ 
be what it will be, according to that ſaying of Tertullian, 
concerning the Hereticks of his time, Nunquam facilius 
oocyte in caftris Rebellium, ubi ipſum eſſe illic pro- 
mereri eſt, 

But of all the Points of Popery there have been ſo ma- 
ny, and ſo Excellent Diſcourſes of late written by the 
Clergy, eſpecially in and abour the Ciry of Loand)n, ther I 
need fay no more, but refer my Reader to them, 


CHAP. VI. 
Of Civil Converſation, 


TE the World be one of the Enemies which I 
am warned of in Scripture, and 'in my Baptiſm 1 
renounce and promiſe to fight againſt, ard rhough the ill 
Cuſtoms and Examples in it are roo often a Snare to ma- 
ny ; yer ſtill I am Taught in the Church of Englaxd, that 
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I may lawfully, and ought to converſe in it. For as it 
hath difficulties and remptations to Vice, ſo it gives alſo 
occaſion to exerciſe our Vertues;- and therefore is no 
more evil, or dangerous, than our life it ſelf here which 
is a fate of trial, 1n which it igexpetted that we muſt do 
good and ſuffer hardſhip, in order to an Eternal Reward. 
And I cannot think that the Wiſe and Good God would 
= only —_ _ us 1nto anda Ny _ have made 

oO man oyments, an in order to 
our ſubliſtence far, it ic had been a fin tro manage thoſe 
Imployments, ,pr to converſe with thoſe that do. There- 
fore reſt fully aſſured that whatever Imployment is ne- 
ceſlary, or uſeful in the World, is alſo lawful; and what- 
ever 1s lawful, may be lawfully managed by my ſelf, or 
any other good Chriſtian, St. 7ohn the Baptiſt, the Fore- 
runner of our Saviour, when the Publicans and Soldiers 
came to ask him whar they ſhould do, doth notbid them 
lay down their Imployments, as either unlawful, or un- 
fir, or unſafe, but gives them and uſeful Rules, fir- 
red totheir ſeyeral Caſes, bur ſuffers them till ro continue 
#n their Imployments : And yer thoſe Two Imployments 
ſeem as much to expoſe Men ro Temptations, and to have 
as much ro be ſaid againſt them as any. And we find 
the Apoſtles, and particularly Saint Paul 1n his Epiſtles, 
ro give advice to Perſons of all kind of Conditions, and 
ro preſcribe Rules concerning the Carriage and Beha- 
viour of Husbands and Wives, Parents and Children, Ma- 
Ners and Servants, Magiſtrates and People in Church and 
State, and both Superior and Inferior ; which is to me an 
undeniable Argument, that in every one of theſe Relati- 
. ons, one may live as becomes a good Chriſtian. 

And particularly as to Government and Magiſtracy, I 
am ſo far from thinking it unlawful, that I eſteem ir ne- 
ceſſary, -and look on ir as one of the moſt Sacred things 
m the World; for it is of God's appointment. and on the 
m— of which, the good of Mankind doth much 

epend. 

And of all kinds of Government I like Monarchy,it being 
a reſemblance of the higheſt, and the beſt firred for pre- 
venting FaCtions and Diviſions, and for the more regular 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, and ſeems naturally x0 derive 
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it ſelf from Paternal Authority, or the power of Fa- 
thers over their Children ; every Father of a Family, or 
Patriarch of old rime, as Adam, Seth, Noah, Sem, Abram, 
Facob, being a kind of King over their Children and 
Grand-Children ; and ſo the Name of Father is thoughr 
at length to have been changed into that of King, -for ſo 
we find Kings in Scripture frequently called Fathers ; 
And they are always ſuppoſed to have thar ſame care and 
renderneſs over their People, as a Father hath for his 
Children and Family; an — may juſtly chal- 
lenge the ſame kind of hearry love and ſervice, and obe- 
dience from them. | 

And eſpecially in this Country IT hold my ſelf bound, 
as far as I can to ſupport and maintain the Monarchy, in 
all che juſt and ancient Rights of it ; For it 1s the Form 
of Government that hath been always eſtabliſhed and in 
uſe here, and is in the frame of our Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons ſo conſtantly reſpe&ted, that-it isa dreadful danger, as 
well as fin to endeavour any change or alteration of Go- 
vernment. And if there be any Right on Earth, ſurely 
Monarchy hath Right with us, and hath ar leaſt as good 
a Title to all its Powers, Rights and Priviledges, as any 
of its SubjeRts can have co their Honours, Properties and 
Eſtates. And I think my ſelf bound to do what I can, 
to maintain this Monarchy in its true Line and Succeſſion; 
the Monarchy of England being always-eſteemed as truly 
an Hereditary and Succeffive a Monarchy as any in the 
World; the Crown deſcending trom Fathers to Children, 
whether Males or Females, not liable to be Diſpoſed, A- 
lienated, or Sold, nor depending on any EleRion, or 
Choice of the People ; and according tq this method our 
preſent King enjoys the Crown, who hath, as I believe, 
the trueſt and moſt ancient Right co his Crowns, that 
any King in the known Parts of the World hath : For 
tho' the Succeſfion hath had ſometimes interruptions, and 
the Crown hath been violently ſeized on, yer ſtill the 
Right to Suceeſſion was then generally owned, and the 
Interruptions were afterwards cenſur'd as Uſurpations ; 
and whatever Irregularities there were ſomerimes for a 
whule, yet ar laſt the Stream did return into its true 
Channel, and the Monarchy became ſo Setled by _ 
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good Providence of God, that as far as Hiſtory can inform 
ns, our preſent King is Heir both of the Saxon, Norman and 
Scottiſh Lines. And our Kings being both by the Laws of 
God, and alſo by the Laws of our Land, ſuppoſed to look on 
themſelves towards their Subje&s, not as Maſters towards 
their Slaves, bur as Parents rowards their Children, and to 
deal with them accordingly : Irake care therefore alſo to 

him the ſame kind of true filial Obedience, Service and 
Submiſſion, as to a Parent, to pray for him, and wiſh-him 
well, to be tender of his Honour, and careful of his Good, 
neither to wrong him my ſelf, nor ſuffer others to wrong 
him, as far aSTs in my power, to look on him as one ſer 
over us by God for good,, and to reſpet him Conſcienti- 
ouſly gn this account ; And this I look on as a better 
foundation for- true Loyalty and Obedience, than fear. 
For that Prince that only defigns to terrifie his Subjefts 
and keep them in awe, hath bur a very uncertain hold 
of his People. 

And as thus Government is neceſſary in the World, 
and Monarchy is lawfully eſtabliſhed among us, ſo for a 
Man to have a ſhare of this Government, and to be ſub- 
ſervſent to the Monarchy, is not only lawful, but for him 
ro diſcharge it well, it 1s exceeding commendable ; he 
thereby will purchaſe a bleſſing to himſelf from God, 
and be a publick bleſſing to the World. And I 
am not aſhamed of the meanneſs of my place and rank 
whatever it is; for in every Government or Body of men 
that live rogether, chere muſt needs be a great variety of 
Employments, ſome higher, ſome lower, ſome more, 
ſome leſs honourable, - yer the meaneſt, if honeſt, are 
both uſeful for the good of the whole, and may be law- 
fully managed by a Chriſtian. And tho' I will not thruſt 
my ſelf into another Man's Office and Buſineſs, that be- 
ing the certain cauſe of diſorder and confuſion, nor am 
I very forward to ſolicit or ſue for-any publick Employ- 
ment, for I confider the weight and moment of it, for 
which I muſt give an account both ro God and the Pub- 
lick, and it is poſſible that by my having this place, I 
may exclude another that will manage it better: yer 
when I am lawfully called or appointed ro any Place, I 
reſuſe ir not, knowing that ſome body muſt have all 
theſe places, and tho' I am not ſo ſure of my own abili- 
ties, 
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ties, yer Tam as ſure of my own integrity and defire to do 
good, as any can be; and I am ſenſible that integrity 
a great way towards the diſcharge of my truſt : bur I do 
not by reaſon of trouble or charge avoid any Office even itt 
my own Pariſh ; for by every one of theſe I ſerve God;and- . 
my Neighbours, the Church and State, and alittle pains or 
money laid our in ſo good a Cauſe, is agreat gain. If the 

lace that I have be honourable or beneficial, I look not 
din mend Nie opporraniey ther | have by iraf dalng 

in me, ave by it © 

ood. And to ſtir up ſelf wo careful management of 
rhe truſt I have, I conſider that both God and Man will 
expe that whilſt I am in this place, I ſhould be more uſe» 
ful in the World than other men, or elſe my account 
will be fad at the laſt day. And this confideration. will 
have another good effe&t on me, ir will make me alſo 
more willing to leave or part with this place, tho' very 
beneficial; to be ſure, it will make me keep it no longer 
than I can with honour, and a ſafe and good Conſcience, 

And by my doing my Duty honeſtly and difcreetly, tho' 
but in an interior place, perhaps I =_ ſtop a gap, by 
which miſchiet might come to rhe Publick ; I may encou- 
rage my Inferiours, ſhame my Superiours, if they are re- 
miſs, and give a good example to all; and this 1s of ma- 
nitold —_—— the Publick. 

. And fo jf I haveany Vote or Intereft for the choice of 
a Member in Parliament, or any Publick Miniſter or 
Ofcer, or the diſpoſal of any Employment in which the 
Publick is concern'd;I do nothing for favour or friendſhip, 
I regard not any kind of Intereſt or Obligation of my 
own ; for I always think that regard is firſt to be had ro 
the Publick, and the good of it: and therefore Iemploy 
my Pains and Intereſt, for ſuch as, I verily believe, are 
ficteſt for ir in themſelyes, and will do moſt good ro the 
Publick, borh as ack and Stare, For I hold it high- 
ly unreaſonable that any kind of publick Office or Em- 
ployment, ſhould be beftowed as a reward for former 
Services or kindneſtes to my ſelf, for by ſuch kind of 
rranſa(ions, I plainly fell the Publick ro pay my own pri- 
yare debts and obligations. 

Next to the publick, I reckon my ſelf eſpecially con» 
cerned for my own Family; that being fo particularly 

com- 
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committed to my charge, that I only am accountable fors 


rhem. 

My Wife I not only rake care of, but ſhew all reſpe& 
and kindneG ro her, as to my beſt and deareſt Friend in 
the World; for ſo by my marrying her, I rook and own'd 
her; and in the Church before God and the Congregati- 
on, Ipromiſed 1 would fo carry my ſelf rowards her, and 
I can never expe a Bleſſing of God, - if I break a Vow 
ſo ſolemnly made before God, and in ſo great a Caſe. 
And to put my ſel the more effefually in mind of this, 
F often read over the Office of Matrimony, to ſtir up my 
ſelf ro a ſtrit obſervance of my Vow there, and to pre- 
vent my varying from it. 

If I have a Father or a Mother alive, I not only pay 
them all poſſible reſpe&t and oULſervance, bur give them 
all kind of aid and ſupport that I am able, on every oc- 
caſion, as being both commanded fo to do by God, and 
alſo in gratitude for what'they have done for me; and 
further, as an engagement on my own Children to ſhew 
= ſame dutyto their Mother and me, when we ſhall be 
old. 

To my Children 1 ſhew the ſame tenderneſs, as to.my 
Wife, and give them, as Iam able, ſuch Education and 
Inſtru&ton, as may keep them ftrily Vertuous and Reli- 
gious, and make them ufeful ro the World, as well as 
duriful, and comforts ro my Wife and my ſelf. And I 
take care ſo to bring them up, and place them, in order 
to their furure ſubſiſtence, that they may have ſome ho- 
neſt and induſtrious way of employing their tire; and 
maintaining themſelves: Eſpecial regard being had to 
ſuch a way of living, as, I think, will be beſt for their 
Souls good. For I am nor at all follicitous ro leave them 
a great Eſtate, bur only ſuch a Portion as ſhall be an aſ- 
fiſtance and encouragement to their Verrue, to their Di- 
ligence, and Induſtry ; but not a Maintenance for their 
Vanity, and an incentive to their Luxury; for that may 
be a Snare, rather than a Bleſſing ro them. 

If I have Brothers and Siſters, though living far diſtanc 
from me, yet I have a very particular concern for them, 
as being naturally parts of che ſame Family with my ſelf, 
and are therefore in an eſpecial manner the objetts — my 
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Love, and'of my care, and though I have no dirett au- 
thority over them, yet I muſt never be wanting in goods 
advice and admonition to them; and yet ro all People of. 
a good- temper, advice and counſel will go as far as com- 
mands or threatnings, eſpecially if it be given with that 
renderneſs and affection, which is due to perſons ſo near 
relared to me. | 

My Servants I treat with ſuch gentleneſs and: 
kindneſs, as may make them thankful to God, 
chearful in heir condition, as well as willingly ſervicea- 
ble and faithful ro me. For I look on them as Brerhren, 
both by nature, and che Goſpel, and thar we are all Ser- 
vants alike to the great Lord of all, and there 15 no re-- 
hol of Perſons with him. And he having committed 
theſe Servants.co my truſt, I nor only take care for their: 
Food and' comfortable Subfiſtence here, bur eſpecrally 
for their Inſtruftion, and the good of their Souls hereat- 
ter. And therefore I nor only frequently in diſcourſe 
reach them their duty ro God, and exhert them. to the 
practice of ir; but alfo I take notice how they come to. 
che Publick Service,eſpecially on Sundays,and Family-pray- 
ers every day, and always allot them ſome time every day, 
ar leaſt a quarcer of an hour, Morning and Evening, for 
their private Devotions, which I teach them to uſe out of 
the Whole Duty of Min, or Dr. Patrick's Devotions ; and I 
reckon it a great fault in Maſters or Miſtrefles,fo to hurry,” 
and perpetually ro employ their Servants, as not'to al- 
low them any time for the Service of God in private. But 
then this time that I thus allow them for their private 
Devotion, I make as ſure as I can that they thus ſpend 
Ir, and not in Idleneſs, or talk with one another. 

Toall my Family in general, I make my felt as cafie as 
I can, being nor difficult to be pleafed, and ready to for» 
give any ſlight negle&t or fault : for I am ſenſible of my 
own infttrmities and faules, efpecially againſt God, on'the 
conſideration of which only, I think my ſelf bound to be 
mild rowards others offending me ; their offences againſt - 
me, bei inſt fewer and lefſer obligations than mine 
are again ,and I praying to God ſo often every day 
only to forgiue me my. tre Maſſes, as I forgive them thats 
rrefoaſs againſt me, / o 
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Syn tp mgny 2 Sorpeynge mae 
rity any bad Man, or i to urch or 
State, both for the ſake of my own reputation, and my 
own ſafery (an intimate acquaintance with a-bad Man, 
-reflefting always on his Companions, and Vice being al- 
ways very Infeftious:) ſo when I do chuſe a Friend, and 


and ſincere in my Friendſhip without defign or tricks, 
bur make ic a part of my ſtudy and buſineſs, that my 
Friend may be the better for me. It I ſee any thing fir 
COnRS i yes him in mind of ir, pr runes yen 
y;it I im do any thing amiſs, oniſh him 
alſo, and as kindly — him, which is no other than 
what I would have him do to me: If I can affiſt him in 
any buſineſs, I doit willingly and readily, and am not 
ſparing of my trouble or ordinary charge for him I rec- 
koning it as one of the worſt properties of Men, who 
fomerimes ſo love their own eaſe, that they will not ſo 
much as ſtir our of their Seat, to do another the greateſt 
kindneſs, And though I am thus ready to help and at- 
fiſt'my Friend, yer I take care always to perform more 
than I promiſe, or pur him in hopes of, or to promiſe 
lefs than I deſign to perform; for I conſider the way of 
che. World and temper: of Men, that their hopes and ex- 
ons do generally out-run their reaſons; what they 
burthe leaſt encouragement given to hope tor, they 
in their tho make themſelves ſure of ; and there- 
fore by my doing more than I ſay for my Friend, or pro- 
miſing leſs __ i: inrend,. I both youre —_ dif- 
appointment whi ibly happen, keep him more 
ar eaſe and reſt, wary. ne _ triendſhip to him as 
much. And the carriage which I have thus expreſſed,. I 
uſe rowards my Friends; or ſuch as I chooſe out of the 
World, for a morc intimate familiarity; I uſe ir alſo ro- 
wars. my Kinsfolk and Relations, whom God hath as ir 
were recommended to my Friendſhip and Acquainrance, 
by making them ſo by nature allied ro me. 
Towards all my Neighbours, that live in the ſame Pa- 
riſh or Town with me, of whar rank or qualiry ſoever 
they are, and indeed to all that are nor only Chriſti- 


ans in general, bur Members of the ſame __ 
an 
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and Nation with my ſelf, I cake care rodiſcharge all the 
Offices of Fuſtice, Charity, and Kindneſs, that the Goſpel 
requires of one Man to another. And accordingly I nor 
only do them no wrong, by taking from them by ſtealth 
or oppreſſion, by cheating or over-reaching, by flander 
or backbiting ; bur'I am ſtri& to give them whatever b 
any kind of right belongs ro chem. Hence I make as much 
Conſcience ro pay my debts, or what I juſtly owe. to 
another, as I do, not to rob him, or ſteal from- him. 
As ro Charity, I content nor my ſelf with giving only 
what I am Tated, and ſo forced to pay ro the Poor; but 
give alſo conſiderably as a free-will Offering of my own, 
according as I find any more than tary OC- 
caſion, (and ſuch will ſeldom be wanting long to a Man. 
that converſeth in rhe World, and hath a mind to dv 

) and alchough the meaſure of Charity is not de- 

1n Scripture, yet I confider that the Fews were 0- 
bliged /to give near a fifth part of their yearly income . 
eo the Prieſts and Levites, and the Poor: And I am fure 
that the general faulr of Men, is, that they give too lirrle, 
and therefore I will goa ſtep further than. ordinary ; 
and ſcarcely any Man gives that dorh only give 
what is perfetly ſuperfluous to him; what he doth nor 
ar all feel; -and therefore I can Sony chink: Lgive as 
much as I ought, unleſs I do at leaſt ſomewhar abridge 
my ſelf by my ity. By ſuch rules as theſe T govern 
my Chraity, and by ſuch Mortives and Conſiderations, I 
ſtir up my ſelf ro ir. , 


And though onlya few need my Charity, 
I may and do exerciſe Kind! romrd all, the Avaltle 
commanding us not only to be juſt and charitable, but to 
be pitiful and' courteous ; to be far from the remper and 
Pratice of ſome, who love to provoke and inflame;; for 
I eſteem ir my dury, as far as I can, to be civil and oblig- 
ing to all, according ro the Apoſtle's advice, for every 
Man to pleaſe his Brother to ation : For this nor on- 
iy renders Mens lives more happy in themſelves, bur al- 
o conduceth much ro the peace or the ung And' 
when Men are in od ay , they are better prepa- 
red, and more eafily won a wa ood, and nor 

{o liable roany Temprations of the Devil, | 
To 
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Toall Men, and on all.occaſions, I praftiſe ſincerity, 
andhare deceit; and tho' I know it nor neceſſary for me. 
. to cell every Man all chat I know or think; yet I will-. 
never tell any Man contrary to what I know, or think: 
For I reckon that falſeneſs and deceitfulneſs is the laſt. 
thing to be. pardon'd by God or_man 5 and they that de- 
ceive others, it is juſt wich God chat they be deceived 
themſelves, and, it ſeldom fails, but.that God takes ſuch- 
People in their. own craftineſs., 

Tho' Þ know that our®Law dorh allow Suits for ſmall 
things, and that if a Man will he may be troubleſome. 
ro his Neighbours on many. occaſions which will daily 
ha and which are perhaps. juſt provocations, at. 
leaſt according to the cuſtom of the World ; yet I reckon. 
my {elf bound to bear with many things, and not to 

e every. advantage againſt my Neighbour,- which.the 
Law may bear me out in ; For I am ſenſible that Hu- 
mane Laws do allow of many things that are not. very 
becoming of a Chriſtian. . Nay, even if Ibedefamed. and. . 
ſpoken il! of (tho' nothing is dearer to a Man than his. 
reputation ) it I know my ſelf innocent, I will rake all. 
prudent and Chriſtian ways ro clear my ſelf; yet I will 
nor let every paſſionate Expreſſion againſt me, be the 
occaſion of quarrel, but rather pity the infirmities of hu- 
mane. nature, than highly reſent-ſuch miſunderſtandings 
and offences that are taken, tho' 'unjuſtly, at me. And 
I am ſure that by my thus bearing patiently,an unjuſt - 
aſperſion, I ſhall nor only pleaſe God, . but ,alſp win 
even on my Enemies, who affuredly will ſee their Error, 
and ſo according to Rom.1 2. I ſhall overcome evil with good. 

What Eftate I have, I always reckon that it is nor 
given me only for my own uſe, and to enjoy my felt 
with, bur eſpecially ro do good on private and publick 
occations, And therefore as on this conſideration, I 
muſt nor ſpend ir all on my ſelf, ſo alſo in prudence 
( tho' I abhor Coverouſtelſs as muchas Prodigality, yer ) 

reckon I ought ro live always below my income, tho' 
nor niggardly, and fo I make ſome proviſion and allow- 
ance for extraordinary caſes and charg,chat will frequent- 
ly happen. And in order co my. full content of mind, 
and to prevent my uſing any unjuſt or unfit ways of th 
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*riching my ſelf; in the firſt place, T make ir my bufi- 
-neſs ſo ro regulare my paſſions as nor to defire, and 
way of living in the World, as not to want a grear BY. 
-rate or large Income: And then I have reaſon ro hope, 
. that if God ſhould give me more, I ſhould be both 
more moderate in the uſe of ir, and imploy it berrer 
than elſe I ſhould do. And however ſcanry my fortune, 
or mean my ſtation in this World is, (if I am not finful. 
ly acceſſory to the bringing of my ſelf into this condition) 

am notartall aſhamed of ir ;/for poverty is no faulr or oc- 
caſion of ſhame ; but I reckon I may both'be'in the fa- 
our of God, and alſo benefir the World, if 1 — 

honeſtly and —_— But the more 1 receive 

God, I always refle&t how-much. more-thankful co God, 
better in my ſelf, and uſeful in the World, ought Iro 
'be chan other Men : and whether my Eſtare increaſe or 
decreaſe, or be more or leſs, ( unleſs by w7 own faulr,) 1 
have always this conſideration before my Eyes, thatthe 
lefs I have, the lefs I muſt certainly give an account of, 
and thisT am fure is the trueſt ground of contentmenr 
in every condition. 

As to the imployment of my time, I reckon it a great 
part of Prudence, and much conducing to the happineſs 
of life, -ſo-ro accuftom my ſelf, that I may always have 
ſomewhat to do, that I may have ſome way of ſpending. 
. my- time by my ſelf, with uſeſulneſs and ſatisfattion. 

And I nor being obliged and forced to work all day 
long, as Day-labourers, and many Farmers and Arrificers 
are, but having ſome rime to ſpare, from the exerciſe "of 
Devotion in publick or private, the buſineſs of my cal- 
ling, and the charitable offices that I have mentioned al- 
ready, I take care to employ it as well and uſefully as I 
can tor others and my felt, Time being a Talent which 
God hath intruſted us with, and for the fpending of 
which we muft one day be called to a ftri& account. And 
beſides this Religious conſideration, I reckon it is one of 
the moſt-miſerable and unhappy conditions in the World, 
for a'Man to live ſo, as that his time is a burden to him ; 
and yet it is the want of having ſome uſeful and hand- 
ſome way of employing his time,that makes a Gentleman 
ſometimes the moſt miſerable creature in the —_ 
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the only uſcleſs part of God's Creation. If the time of 
year, or weather, or his health be ſuch that he cannor 
Hawk or Hunt, he is undone;-and therefore is almoſt 
forc'd to the pitiful ſhift of Drinking, to paſs away time, 
tho' co: the loſs. of his Tune, the abuſe of, his Reaſon, 
and the prejudicc of his Health, and Eſtate, Now that I 
may. never be at fuch a ſad loſs, as that my Time ſhould 
hang on my hands, but rhat I may be able ro ſpend a 
rainy day. at home Soberly and to SatisfaQtion ;, And tho' 
I make no part of Learning wy Trade or Buſineſs; yet 
T inure my ſelf ro ſome kind of ſtudy, as being ſenſible 
that all Knowledge and . Learning is the improving of a 
Man's mind, is a v 47 ge ar a man's 
_ and will be of and advantage in 

e. 

And firſt, a Knowledge of our Religion, both as Chri- 
ſtian im genendl and as it ftands diſtinguiſhed from other 
kinds 0 Chetan hongin in the World, is very neceſſa- 
ry. For ſecing the Salvation of my Soul depends on it, 

urely I may well allow-it ſome ſhare of my rime and- 
ſtudy. And true Religion being the Will of it every 
way deſerves my- thought and Contemplation; and by 
my underſtanding my own Rehgion well, I ſhall, by the 
bleiting of God, keep my ſelf ſteadily from being 
ſeduced into any ill opinion or praftice. 

After Religion, the Laws of our own Country ought 
to be knowrand ſtudied by me, and every Man, For I 
ſhall ofren have occaſion tor a knowledge in the Laws. 
If Ibe a Juſtice of Peace, or if I be a Doſe, 
Tf Ay mares or in any Office, Civil or Military ; -or 
if I be bur. cmpannel'd on a Jury, a competent Know- 
ledge in the Law is -neceſſary; that I may underſtand 
how far my Power goes, what my Place or Office allows, 
or requires, what lm (TS of me, and whatnot ; and 
this cannot be throughly known, without reading and 
ſtudying the Law. Beſides, by a little knowledge of the 
Laws-I ſhall be able perhaps ſometimes ro make up and 
campoſe Differences among my Neighbours,. prevent 
Suirs at Law, and conſequently the ruin of Families, and 
breach of Friendſhip. 

- Beſides theſe parts of Learning which are ſo neceſſary,- 
I 
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T exerciſe my ſelf in others, which 
.verſions, commendable Accompliſhments, and which 
have their uſes alſo in Life : Such asare Hiftory and Chrono- 
logy, both of the World in general, and alfo of our own 


and neighbour Nations in particular; with the 
Dirririm and of chem. - For ſome knowledge 
of this kind 1s nec even in order ro Diſcourſe, and 


for the underſtanding bur the common News and Relati- 
ons of Tranſaftions in the World. Theres no parr of 
thoſe Sciences which they call Mathematical, but 1s both 
uſeful and pleaſant, i g and fining a Man's Reaſon, 
and ferving to many occaſions of Life; ſugh-as are Geome- 
. try, Arithmetick, Aſtronomy, Navigation, Surveying, ArchiteFture, 
_ Firtification, Art-Military, all Nataral and Experimental 
Philoſophy. And befides theſe, by a Man's underſtanding 
the Anatomy of his own Body, by his having ſome know- 
' ledge of Herbs, ſomeskill in the general Grounds of Phy- 
fick; he may be ſomerimes helpful ro his poor Neigh- 
bour when a Phyſician is not near, and may be ablear 
leaſt to paſs- a better Judgmenron his own, or his Chil- 
drens and Families Diſternpers. 
Theſe and other very uſeful- parts of Learning there 
* areſufficient to take up a Man's Lite; and there are good 
\ Books of all theſe Sciences in the Engliſh Tongue, and 
eafje to be had, and which. I can either learn by my ſelf, 
or elſe with the direQion and aſſiſtance of the Parſon of 
my Pariſh, or ſome other learned Neighbour. And I 
cannot bur reckon rhat Man very-ſtupid, that hath ſuch 
a Field of Knowledge before him, and yet knows nor 
how-o ſpend his time : And tho' | ſhouſt perhaps have 
no _ edge ro-any of theſe parts of Learning ar firſt, 
et let me 'bur try, them a while, and I ſhall certainly 
nd them the greateſt diverſion, and' the moſt pleaſant 
way of paſſing time that can beg and ſuch a connexion 
1s there among them, that if Ido but-mind any one Sci- 
ence or part of Learning with an appetite, I ſhall inſen- 
ſibly be drawn'on to others, and find them neceſſary, 
And all rheſe Sciences have both the general uſes, ro in- 
form our Ignorance, and prevent our being deceived 
and impoſed on, to refine and improve our Reaſon, to 
latishe and inlarge our Minds, -and fit us for RG" 
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- and Converſation ; and alſo their particular uſes as apply'd 
4x0 the ſeveral caſes of Life-to which they relate, And 
my having theſe ſo innocent and commendable ways of 
ſpending imy time, will beſides have many advantages; 
it will keep my Mind-bufie and employ'd, and even make 
me contented ; I ſhall not have that uncafinefs of Mind, 
that an idle Man hath, nor fall intorhoſe Temptarions to 
which Idleneſs expoſeth Men. . I ſhall be ſome way uſe- 
- ful ro my Neighbour and the World, adorn and cultivate 
my Mind, and thereby ſet my ſelf fo much the farther 
above the Beaſts; avoid many of thoſe Errors and Ab- 
ſurdities, ro which want of Knowledge in theſe Sciences 
often betrays Men; I ſhall hereey be more fitted for any 
kind of Publick Employment, Civil or Mihcary: And I 
chink it may go for a Rule, That there is no part of | 
good Learning, bur a Man will ſometime have occaſion 
- For, and find uſeful, let his Employment or Quality be - 
whatever ir will, | 
Burt beſides rhis way of Employing of time in Reading 
and Sudy,ir is confeſled,thatirt will be neceſſary alſo,for 
a Man to be ſomerimes in Company, when he viſits or is 
viſited, or is obliged ro meer other Men onany Publick or 
Private Aﬀair or Buſinefs. And rho' theſe meetings do too 
' often become a Snare, and draw Men into exceſs of Wine, 
Paſſion, gyc. which therefore as we are Chriſtians, and 
have Souls to be ſaved, we muſt watch againſt : Yer ir 
cannor be denied, bur that as being in Company, and 
- converſing with others, is neceflary 1n the World, ſo ir 
hath great and manifold Advantages; it ſoftens Mens 
Tempers, and makes them pliable, ir reduces the Rules 
of Religion and Prudence into AR, it cures the Mind of 
that ſowerneſs or conceitedneſs, ro which a very rerircd 
and Monkiſh Perſdn is roo much expoſed ; Acquaintance 
and Friendſhip is keptaap by i, Private and Publick 
Afﬀairs are concerted, and much good done many ways, 
But then I take care what I can, to prevent or avoid the 
Evils, into which keeping Company often draws Men. 
And therefore if I hear a raſh Word ſpoken, though a- 
gainſt my ſelf, I do nor preſently blow it up into a Quar- 
rel, bur prudently paſs it by, as ſuppoſing ir is not the 
ſetled thoughts of his Mind chat ſpake ir; I I 
eli. 
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ſelf ro what occaſion I have given for ſuch ſpeeches ; as 
if1 find I have done any thing amiſs, I modeſtly own ir ; 
and if I have wronged him, I am noraſhamed to acknow+ 
ledge ir, and beg his Pardon : Bur if I find Iam inno- 
cent, I doubr-nor but that he will in a ſhort rime ſee 
his Error, and be aſhamed of himſelf, and therefore 
he need nor be feverely rebuked by. m-, I believe nor 
eaſily ill ſtories told of others, nor love to hear them, 
nor 1ncourage the tellers of them; what Mens company I 
do not like, I neither publickly affront chem, nor com- 
plain of them, bur ether bear ir p_y of itbe ſuch 2 
company, as I am obliged to be 1n) and ſo'ir will teach 
and inure me to ger a conqueſt over my paſſions, or elſe 
I wholly abſtain from ir, bur even this I do without mak- 
ing a noiſe, * or being raken notice of, as ayoiding ſuch 
a'Man's company. 

If I hear ſwearing or profaneneſs, obſcenity or back- 
biting, I take the liberty ſome way or other to ſhew my 
diſlike of ic; if before my Superiours, with a religious 
modeſty; it among my equals, with freedom , if among 
my Inferiours with ſome kind of Authority, For all pro- 
fane and obſcene diſcourſe, and refle&ing on others, is 
really an affront and wrong to every Man; for every 
Man hath a right in Religion and good Manners, and _ 
ro ſee them vindicated. And as a Man ſhould nor ſuffer 
his Friend or Relation to be abuſed and ſpoken ill of un- 
juſtly, withour ſome way appearing in his defence: So 
ought every Man to endeavour to vindicate Religion and 

ood manners, according ro the nature of the place in 
which he is,andthe company wich which he doth converſe. 
' On this ground alſo I make ir part of my buſineſs, 
when1 amin company, as often as I have oppcrtunity,to 
prevent miſunderſtandings, and to compole differences 
among Men ; and whatever hear that may provoke Men 
inft one another, I never divulge, but endeavour by 
means to ſuppreſs, and ſo hope for the bleſſing of 

a Peace-maker, Matt. 5. I always make the beſt of, and 
put che moſt candid interpretation thar I can, on what 
is done or ſaid, hereby to keep People ar Peace, and to 
incourage good ations in the World. And the more fi- 
ently and ſecretly I do this, or any thing of the like na- 
UW | G rurc, 
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true, Teſteem ir is always 'the beſt; for the leſs it isobſer- 
ved, it will always do the more £900, and will alfo 'be as 
rewar 


fure, or ſurer, of a full 


And though I confeſs I ſeldom play .at any game, 


when a Man is in Company, topleaſe a Friend, 
and to avoid drinking, and ſpeaking il! of their Neigh- 
bours, or the Publick, I cannot bur allow of playing at 


fome innocent Game or Recreation ; bur ftill whateverſ 
Lwful Recreation I uſe, or Gamel play at, I obſerve 


ſuch Rules as theſe; Firſt, Never to ler it rake up &i- 
ther the moſt, or the beſt, bur only the refuſe of my 
time, and the intervals of bufmeſs and ſeriouſneſs. 2, 
Never to ſpend on.Recreations, or ro venter the lofing 
fſo'much, but what I can well afford, and may lawfully 
— our on my own diverſion, without freightning m 

Eftate, or bridging my Charity (for my Charity mu 

not be the leſs, bur the more liberal, for what 1 ſpend 
in Recreations : For if I can afford to throw away ſo much, 
it is always ſuppoſed that I can give more. ) 3. Never 
eo ſuffer my ſelf to be pur in valſion, or out of humour 
at my loſſes, or diſappointments in theſe Niverkons, and 
therefore never to defign gain or r, but health and 
recreation in them. And then I think there is no law- 
ful Diverſion, but may be ſafely uſed ſome times, if 1 
uſe it not roo often, ſo as ro make ir my buſtneſs and 
imployment ; and if I always obſerve a Decorum, to do no- 
thing, though lawful in it ſelf, at an improper time, or 
which is nor fir for my age, place, and ſtation : For 
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that may be fit for another, that is not fir for me; and 
T am ſo far from the common cuſtom of the World, 
of cenſuring others for what they commit themſelves, 
that I can very patiently bear with many chings in an- 
other, which I will not rake the liberty to do my ſelf; 
for I can lawfully and commendably abridge my own 
liberty, but I cannot ſo well impoſe on, or charge, or 
cenſure others : There'may be more excuſes made for 
others than for me; and therefore in all doubtful caſes, I 
chooſe rather to confine my (elf, than other Men. 

And by my thus managing my ſelf in thefe little and 
common caſes, I ſhall not only. keep my Conſcience 
clear, and live inoffenfively betore God and __ 
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ſhall alſo contribute to the keeping up Peace, and Fricnd- 
ſhip, and good Correſpondence op Men, Members of. 
the ſame Church and Nation : For I dire allmy aftions, 


as far as I can, to the publick good, and.I always wiſh rhat 
the publick may flouriſh rather than my ſelt, and wiſt 
that anorher may have this or that place cr employme 
rather than my 1elf, it he will manage ir better, 5 

be more uſeful to che publick. And from this chrxf,”4 
alſo, I will even venture or part with all, ro do real ſer- 
vice to the publick, and am neither coyerous nor tm- 
_ wherever the good of che publick is concerned. 
And however in a marter of a Private concernment,l may 
yield up my own rights to pleaſe others ; yer in what 
the good of the publick , either as ro Church or State is 
concerned'in, I will by no means recede from my juſt 
rights out of any kind of fear or complaiſance-; . tor ih 
| ſo doing 1 ſhould rob Poſteriry, I ſhould rob not only 
my ſelf, bur all chat 1 love moſt, and that depend on 
me, and berray my truſt, and lay a foundation for 2 
publick miſchief and ruin; and ro be ſure God will re- 
quire ſuch injuſtice ſeverely ar my hands, x 


CHAP. VIL 
An earneſt a ge to continue in the 
Church of England. 


Alch is-my Belief, and ſuch is my Praftice and Carri- 


age according ro the Doftrine and Commands of the 
Church of England ; and therefore I chink a Man bur lit- 
tle underſtands Chriftianicy, or hath nor any peaceable in- 
clinations, that finds fault wich ic, and that doth on any 
account ſeparate trony it. ; 

For firſt,. it is the Church, which is by all kind of Law- 
ful Aurhoriry Sertled and Eſfabliſhed in our Nations, And 
therefore it there be any obedience due roany Commands 
of Governours in Church or State, Communion with the 
Church eſtabliſhed here, is a duty; unlefs a Man caft 
ſhew any expreſs Commands of God to the contrary, 
whicha Man will be ſo far from finding in ATE, 
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thar he will find much there to oblige him to continue 
in it. For where ever Government in general is eſta- 
bliſhed, and Obedience to Governours enjoyned, ir oughr 
to be reckoned as ſpoken of our Government or Gover- 
nours Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, as well as of any ether in 
the World. 

Bur weare not only oe ro communicate with the 
Church, becaufe it is Eſtabliſhed among us, but becauſe 
we ſce it hath all right ro be Eſtabliſhed, as being ſo 
agreeable to Scripture, the Praftice of all Antiquity, eſpe- 
cially the firſt and pureſt, is ſo well firted ro anſwer the 
"_y end and defign of a Church, and purſues thoſe 
ends ſo fully, as well as that it hath had a conſtant im- 
memorial preſcription among us. For at the Reformation, 
, we did nor begin anew to frame and form our Church, 
bur kept the Eſſentials of a Church which we found 
eſtabliſhed, and only correted thoſe Errors, and refor- 
med thoſe Abuſes which had by degrees and lengrh of 
time, or eſpecially by the prevalency of the Biſhop of 
Rome and his Agents, crept in among us. For as we 
were not Converted ar firft from Rome, ſo nor did we at 
firſt receive ſuch a Chriſtianity as is now taught and 
pratiſed at Rome, bur ſuch as 1s now eftabliſhed in our 
Church. Nay we can ſhew that we were a ſetled Church 
before they came among us. | They indeed broughr a 
great many bad things among us, which wear laſt threw 
out; and in cur Reformation we departed from them 
only in what they had departed from the true Church 
'of Chriſt, and from themſetves in the firſt Ages, as our 
Canons ſpeak. 

So that our Reformation was neither a Schiſm, nor 
'doth it countenance any Schiſmaticks, or excuſe any Se- 
paration from our ſelves. - For we can ſhew that all that 
are born in theſe Countries, are more under the Ecclef1- 
aſtical Government of theſe Countreys, and more bound 
to Communicate with us, than we are under the Biſhop of 
'Rome, or bound ro Communicate with him: And they can 
never ſhew the like reaſons and grounds of their ſepara- 
ting, or diſſenting from us in Dodrine or Diſcipline, as 
-we can for our Believing and Afting otherwiſe than the 
Bulhop of Rome doth. 50 that if any People, Born and 
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in the Church of England. 572 - 
Baptized in any Church under Heaven, have 2 duty int 


cumbent on them, and oughr ro continue in that Church; 


I am-lure we in England have at leaft fo much as they 
have, or more, $o that either there is no neceſfiry of 
continuing in any Church in which Men are Born: and 
Baptized, or there is a neceffiry tor -us ro continue 1y-": 
our Church. 

Indeed -we confeſs our caſe is on many accounts very 
hard, by reaſon of che ſeveral Adverſaries that we have © 
on eirher hand; bur yet even this ſeems ſomewhar ra; - 
ſpeak for us, our Church being in this, like Vircue it ſelf ; 
which conſiſts in a mean, berween rwo extreams-z. or as - 
King Charles the Martyr expreſſed ir, like. our Blefied 
Saviour who was Crucified en rwo Thieves. - For 
fuch, and ſo different are our Adverfaries, that what» 
ever we do, we are fire to be blam'd and accuſed. by 
one fide or other. But as Mr. Hooker, Dr. Fatkner, and 
others, have abundantly made out che Lawfu/neſs of all 
our Inſtirurions, ſo he that confiders what ion 1s: 
made againſt us on every fide, and whar proviſion' we 
muſt make againſt Obje&ions, tho' of different and* con- 
trary natures, will ſee the prudence, and even nerefſity' of 
whatever 15 enjoyned among' us. 

So v. gr..it is confefſed, That by our reraining the 
Epiſcopal Government in our Church we anger ſome; and 

et if we had omirred, or rejected ir, we had more in- 
red our ſelves, and our cauſe, and more juſtly offended 
orhers, | 

By our infiſting ſo ſtrialy-on our Ordinations, we are 
liable ro complaines from tome; and yer if we did ne- 
gle and nor infiſt.on them, we ſhould ſubje& our felves 
to juſter accufarions, Our having a Liturgy, diſplea- 
ſeth ſome ; bur if we had nor had a Liturgy, we ſhould + 
have anger'd more, and injured Religion, If we enjoyn 
any thing, if it be but a rite or ceremony in the Service of 
of God; ſome blame us, and yer if we ſhould _—_ 
nothing, but leave all at liberry to do what rhey- would}, 
nothing could follow bur confuſion. The Ceremony. of 
the Sign of the Creſs, ſome blame us tor uſing it fo much; 
others blame us for uſing it no more, 


$0 thar all Men myſt needs ſee thar it is impoſſible for 
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us to live withour offence. Our wiſeſt courſe therefore 4-1, 


ſurely muſt be, next ro conſulting what is neceſſary foy 
Religion, tor us ſo to order things as to diſpleafe leaſt, or 
ſeeing we cannot pleaſe all, yer to pleaſe ſome ; eſpe- 
cially thofe who ſeem to have more of reaſon on 
their fide. And this is the Rule which I think we have 
exadtly followed. For there is nothing in our Conſtituti- 
en, againſt which exceptions are taken by any, but what 
we have, out of Chriſtian Charity and Condeſcenfion, 
retained or enjoyn'd, as far as we can, and as Chriſtiant: 
ty allows, to ſarisfice and pleaſe ſome others of our ſcru- 
pulous Brethren. And I know no one thing, tho' the 
moſt plauſibly argued againſt by ſome, but would have 
been liable to greater objeftions it we had nor ordered ir 
fo. And therefore, I verily believe there is no Man that 
eonſiders our caſe, puts himſelf in our place, and weigheth 
mWmpartially Truth according ro Scripture and Anti- 
guity, and rhat woald withal take care-ro provide againſt, 
and to avolld all the objeftions that this or that party of 
Ben: makes againſt us, but will ſee a plain neceſſity for 
our enjoying and ating 1n every caſe as we do, 

I am not therefore ſtartled to ſce ſome on all fides to 
oppoſe us, for IT am ſenſible that if we ated orherwiſe 
than we do, we ſhould render our ſelves liable to great- 
er oppoſition and contradiftion on one hand or other, 
So for wſtance,. if we uſed and inſiſted on more Cere- 
monies, our other Difſenters would think they had more 
Juſt reaſon to complain : If we uſed not ſo many, the 
Church 05 Rome would have greater advantage againſt us. 
Beſides I conſider, that nothing can be enjoyn'd, much 
tefs can-a whole frame of things be laid, bur that ſome 

e may take offence at it, and objeions may be raiſed 
againſt it. Therefore the Rule that we go by in our Church 
s this, Firſt; We make care that nothing neceſſary be omitrt- 
ed, nor any thing untze be taught, or unlawful be enjoyn- 
ed, bur char the whole frame of things may be ſo contriv- 
ed, as ſhall conduee moſt to the advancement of True De- 
yorion, and the rarional and deeent Service of God, Go- 
verning our ſelves all along by the Scripture, expounded 
eſpecially by ancient practice; for we would not have 
i ſad char we are ſuch a number of Men as never were 
rn , 
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in the World before, but that we are ſuch, and ſo con- 
Liruced as we are confident the primitive Martyrs and 
holy Men of old, would have joyned inCommunion. with, 
we living by ſuch kind of rules as they themſelves pra- 
Gtiſed. And then in the next place we conſult what 
will diſpleaſe others leaſt, or be leaſt liable ro miſtakes 
and objections, for we comply with either fide as far as 
we can withour farfeitiaz Truth, or laying our ſelves open 
to a juſt reproof and accuſation, And accordingly ir is 
obſervable thar ſome things we have abrogated, that 
were formerly pradtiſed by us, others we have changed 
and altered KA. ſomething we have recalled and revi- 
ved, which was formerly omitred, and all this as we 
deſigned to gain the more, and do the more good, tho' 
fo uncharitable have our Adverſaries been, as even to 
cy chis on us as a fault, and put a bad interpretation 
on this our ſo Chriſtian Condeſcenſion. 

On ſeveral orcher ſuch accounts do we juſtly think 
our Church very hardly uſed. Ir is generally very af- 
fefting to complain, and people naturally pi y Son 
that ſuffer, whatever the occaſion is, eſpecially ir is 
popular ro complain of whart is eſtabliſhed; it goes with 
many for a fign of Courage and of Conſcience, for a Man 
to find fault with the Publick. Now the Church of Eng- 
land being by Law Eftabliſhed,it can never want Enemies 
for that very reaſon. It ir be the Eſtabliſhed Religion, 
x muſt have Laws for irs fence and ſecuriry. Theſe Laws 
muſt have ſome kind of Penalties to inforce them, or 
'-elſe they ſignifie nothing. If theſe Penalties are inflicted, 
it affords matter of complaint and clamour ; if they are 
not inflited, yer they ſerve as well for Men to complain 
of the ſeverity of the Laws againſt them, and 'fo they 
are _ gainers by theſe Laws: For it is popular to plead 
Perſecution, as well as Advantageous norto ſuffer by ir. 
| Nay, our Adverſaries gain Reputation againſt us ſome- 
times by their ſuffering, though the moſt juſtly. For if 
they ſuffer for Sedition, or Treaſon againſt the Stare, 
They will give out, that chey ſuffer for their own 
Religion, and by our Religion ;- and this is ofren ſufficienc 
t@ create MY Ceres themſelves, and incenſe Men a- 
gainſt © ch, 
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I mentionallchis,that Men may ſee the common grounds 
of clamour againſt the Church, and may nor be ſurpriſed 
ar it, nor tranfported agauft rne Church, by reafon of it, 
For you ſee, whilſt it is the eſtabliiked Religion (Which EF 
? hope inGcd it will for ever be) ir will and muſt be expoſ 
ed ro ſuch kind oft dilficultics and objetions, which every 
Man mult learn ro confider, and endeavuur to prepare 
and fortifie himſclt and orhers againſt. For indeed it 
hach no other obj<Qiuns lying againſt it, than will he 
againſt the beſt trame of things 1n the World, is eſtabliſh- 
ed and made the National Religion. Ot che beſt thing in 
the World, Men may ſay, it doth not pleaſe them, they 
do not like it ; but that ought not to go for an objetion, 
unleſs chey ſhew their reaſons of diſlike; and I think 
that all the reaſons of diſlike which have been urged hi- 
therto, our Clergy have ſo fully anſwered, as to be ſut» 
ficient to take away all ſcruples out of the mind of rational . 
and unprejudiced Men. Some other Obje@ons have 
long lain on us, eſpeeially that of our inclinableneſs ro 
Popery, and that we wanted only an+ opportunity to- 
ſhew our ſelves, and to bring it in. A few years ago it 
was both in Sermons and printed Pamphlets daily thus 
+ mare concerning us; but T hope thatall Men now ſce 
w litrle truth there is in this, and thar the Clergy of 
England are no Friends to Popery. And yer it we conſulr 
the beginnings of Separation among us, we ſhall find, 
thar the fear of our Clergies deſigning ro bring in"Po- 
pery, was the principal occaſion and motive to Separa- 
tion from us. And indeed whilſt thote fears laſted, rhere 
was ſome little ground' for what they did, it their fears 
were real, K though ſtill they ought to-have examined 
our Principles and not to have judged 1o ſeverely of us 
way of Prophecy.) Burt now I muſt needs ſay, I 
think they are bound in Conſcience to return to us, the 
very Foundation of their diſſenting and ſeparation be- 
ing taken away, or elfe they- ſeem unexculable before 
God. For ſurely no conviction can be grearer than this, 
which hath now been given of the Church of England's 
being no favourer of Popery, And T hope in God, that 
ſeeing the main objeCtion is removed,they will have more 
of the peaceable Chriſtian in chem; than <o- ſtudy for 
new Arguments to juſtifie cheir Separation, ' And 
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And on occaſion of this Obje&tion that lay ſo long a- 
inſt us, I muſt for God's ſake beg of all Men to rake 
d, eſpecially of this kind of Propherical Qvjeftions, 
that we will be, or we would be ſo or ſo, of this or that Par- 
ty, if we had an opportunity; fon this is an Objeftion 
that is eaſily made, and yer is ſcarcely poſſible to be an- 
ſwered, and therefore 1s on all accounts the moſt un- 
chriſtian and worſt kind of ſlanders, Indeed in refer- 
ence to Popery, ir hath pleaſed God in his wiſdom and 
oodnefs to give us a full occaſion and opportunity to 
ew and clear our ſelves, and to evidence the falſeneſs 
of that accuſarion, But now if we ſhould be accuſed 
of being ſecretly Jews, Socinians, Mahometans, or: the 
like, what poſſibility is there of our ſufficiently clear- 
ing our ſelves, unleſs they would that God ſhould bring us 
into the ſame kind of Tryals as to thoſe Religions.Bur I fee 
not what occafion there is for Men to be pur to Propheſre 
concerning us, The Doftrine of the Church+ of England 
is as lezible, and as eafily underſtood as that of any other 
Church in the World. Every Man ſees what Opinions 
the Clergy are of, for they ſubſcribe and aſlenr to rhe 
Book of Articles and Homilies, and to the Book of Com 
mon- Prayer ; many have alſo ſome regard to the Articles 
of Anno 1640, They take the Oaths of Allegiance and Si- 
premacy, and the Teft, renouncing Tranſubſtantiation, and 
other bad Doftrines and Praftices of Popery, andgiveall _ 
the Securiry that one Man can give another, 'of their re- / 
aliry and fincerity as ro what they profeſs. And now 
for Men to fay, notwithſtanding all this, that they are 
ſecretly, and 1n their hearrs otherwiſe affeted, and ro 
Propheſie that ot when they havean opportumty, 
introduce ſome bad Dofrines or Prattices, contrary 
to what they now profeſs is moſt highly contrary to 
Chriſtian Chariry, 1s an Uſurping the place and prero- 
gative of God in judging of Men's thoughts; nay more, 
ir 1s a condemning, and executing Men re-hand, for 
what they will do, or at leaft for what others think th 
will do afterwards : Which ſurely is che moſt ſevere 
unjuſt way of proceeding in the World. 
Let us then be conſtant and perſevering in the Pro- 
—— Religion, and the Dofrines taught in This 
Church, 
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couraged 1n 1t.. is the way, by the bleſſing and aſ- 
ſiſtance of God, to keep our ſelves from falling inco any 
evil Opinion and Prattice;-whilſt we continue in it we. 
are ſure we are in God's way, and ſo may hope for his 
bleſſing, - On a ſtrift ſurvey of the State of Religion in 
the World, Iam ſure I can find no particular Church, 
or number of Chriſtians, but_ may have more faid a- 
gainſt ir, than can be ſaid againſt rhe Church of England. 
We give to the Word of God its Supream and Infallible 
Authority and Preeminence, and we give alſo to the 
Commands, and to the Inſtitutions, and Praftices of good 
and __ their weight and reſpe& and deference al- 
ſo. In the Worſhip an4' ſervice of God, we keep the 
mean berween Superſtirion or diſtrating gaudineſs, 
and too great indecency and ſlovenlineſs; berween bur- 
denſomneſs and multirude of Ceremonies, and a want 
of becoming carriage and reverence before God. All 
things that are neceſſary or uſeful, we find here enjoyn- 
ed, taught, and practiſed, and this without the mixture 
of any thing that is dangerous and hurtful, Weare con- 
fidenc and ſure of -our own being in the right, bur yer 
dare not condemn abſolutely all that differ from us, as 
Reprobates ; which though it is no excuſe or. ſecurity 
for them that are in a bad way, yer is a ſign of our 
Charitable Chriſtian Temper. We received our Religion 
at firſt, as pure as any other Church ; at length we found 
we had varied from the Truth, and then we reformed 
our ſelves as tro Authority, as regularly as could be; no- 
thing being done among us by multirude or with tu- 
mule, bur by the Supream Avthoriry of our Governours 
in Church- and Stare, the King, Parliament, and Convo- 
cation. And the rule and method by which we went and 
guided our ſelves in our Reformation, was as good as 
was ble, Scripture, the Word of God exattly and 
nicely examined, and eſpecially as it is expounded by 
the Primitive Church : and nothing was done, or.left un- 
done; but whar was agreeable ro both. And we till de- 
fire to be tried and judged by the Seripture, ſo Inrerpre- 
prered by the: Ancients, For if we-in any thing now 
differ from che Ancients, ic is only in fuch ſmall rhangs as 
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they did differ in from one another without reach of : 
Unity, or in ſuch things as it is in the power of every Nati- 
onal Church eo appoint or alter, in reference to its own 
caſes, and circumſtances. And ſo very well affi- 
red am I of this, thar all I would defire of the Enemies 
of our Church, is, thar they would read the Ancient 
Fathers, or firſt Chriſtian Writers, eſpecially in the 
firſt Ages of Perſecution, and then defire them to judge 
according to the Rules by which the ancient Church-pro- 
ceeded, whether they do nor in their Conſcience think, 
that thoſe good and holy Men, if they had lived now, * 
would have maintained Communion with us, and re- 
jetted Communion with them, and I dare be'bound ro 
ſtand to their own Verdi& and Judgment. And as this is 
a matrer of great Comfort and Sarisfaftion- ro us, ſo 
methinks to others, ir muſt be bur a melancholy re- 
fletion for them to find rhemſelves ſuch a kind 
of Chriſtians as never were , nor would have - been 
. born - with in the World betore.. And as 'we- were 
thus by good Authority, and by a good Rule modelFd ar 
firſt, ſo I thank God I think I can truly fay, that we 
have in a meaſure carried our ſelves anſwerably to 
our excellent Religion. Perhaps Hiſtory cannot give 
us an inſtance of ſo many Men afting ſo honeſtly, pru- 
dently, and uniformly, againſt all Enemies on every fide 
and in the moſt difficult Cafes, as the Members oz our 
Church have done in this late conjunure; they have 
had no conſideration of their own Intereſt or Satery in 
compariſon of their duty. When our Clergy oppoſe 
Rome, \we are ſure they do ir purely for Conſcience 
for it would be vaſtly more for their Temporal Intereſt, 
Power and Authority, to bring in Popery. On 
diſcouragements they have found, they ſtill Preach up, | 
perſuade Loyalty to the King ; and by the Doftrine of 
Paſſive Obedience to Temporal Authority, keep People 
from Rebellion, notwithſtanding they have ſo oben 
been jeered and abuſed with it : But yet our of mo-» 
defty, ſeldom inſiſt on the obedience that is due to the 
Church and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, tho' there is as much 
obedience due to her, as eyen to the Church of Rome 
from Wr Members, And we may be ſure that Arne 
vindicate 
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5 cre due, the greater the mi : 
a ___ and the kindneſs is of them, to. whom ir Wu 
id. As St. Paul deſerved never the les re 
ervance, though he did nor uſe his AntRcrine 
_ take ſo much on him, as he mi © here Ae 
an Apoſtle of Chriſt ; ſo truly a Chriſtian and on; 
cal Carriage, and condutt in all theſe relpeds, cannot go 
withour a moſt ſ1gnal bleſſing, 
,- And how poſſible ſever it is for Salyation to be had 
in other ways, yer we are much ſurer and ſafer here, 
than we'*can be in departing from it, This.is the way 
that God expetts we ſhould walk in, he having not:0nl 
In his abundant Mercy placed us here, bur alſo by all 
of Arguments recommended it ro our Reaſon and Jud 
ment. How unpardonable therefore muſt ir, be to jy. 
this Church, how unjuſt ro. berray it, and nor to-main- 
min ir, by all che lawtul means chat we are able; how 
4.5 294g ro God and Man ſhall he be, 110ns, 
contrives, or yields ro che rujne of ir, 
Bur by perſeyering conſtantly in the Do&trings taughr: 
and the devotions practiſed in this Church, we he ar 
Ceaſe Cod. adorn our Reli.,ion, eſtabliſh, rhe Church 
and gera great and laſting Bleſſing to our ſelves, whic 
God of his infinite merey grant, for the jos of Jeſus Chrift 
ar Lord. 


